
Last year UK military 
expenditure totalled over 

£35 billion.

Every year 10% of your taxes are 
spent on the military budget.

Military security is expensive, ineffective
and costs lives. 

Nonviolent peacebuilding is more effective in the 
long term, better value and a form of security you 

can pay tax for with a clear conscience.

conscience TAXES FOR PEACE NOT WAR

works for a world where taxes are used to 
build peace, not pay for war.



war doesn’t work...
Between 2000 and 2005, 17 wars ended in 
negotiated settlements, while just 4 ended in 
military victory. A greater percentage of wars 
ending in military victory restart in less

than five years.

70% of deaths in war are now civilians. A US Colonel has 
openly stated “our soldiers killed maimed and 
incarcerated thousands of Arabs, 90% of whom were not 
the enemy. But they are now”. ‘Peace’ imposed by force 
often makes bad situations worse.

War and the preparation for war are a huge waste of 
assets that could be used for human welfare. The UN’s 
Food and Agriculture Organization estimated that it would 
cost $30 billion (£15 billion) per year to feed the entire 
world population thus ending world hunger. This may 
sound like a lot of money; however last year alone world 
military expenditure totalled $1226 billion (£624 billion). 

...but peace building does
Is war inevitable? No! There are many tried 
and tested, cost-effective ways to build real, 
sustainable security without violence;
including:

Early warning systems to spot tension
Free media and education to resist propaganda
Support for local peacemakers and civil society
Civilian peacebuilders to negotiate and monitor deals
Expertise in demobilising and retraining fighters in 
economic and social reconstruction
Proper training for judges and police
Effective action on the arms trade, poverty, injustice 
and inequality.

The list goes on and on. These solutions aren’t easy, but 
they really work. 
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TAXES FOR PEACE NOT WAR

Archway Resource Centre,
1A Waterlow Road,
London.
N19 5NJ

t +44 (0) 20 3515 9132
e info@conscienceonline.org.uk
w www.conscienceonline.org.uk
w www.peacepays.org.uk

£400 of your taxes is spent on weapons for every £1 
spent on peacebuilding.

Even during the First World War, politicians recognised 
the individual’s right not to take part in war. Today it’s 
your money not you that is conscripted for war, while 
better options go begging; and you don’t have any 
choice.

conscience TAXES FOR PEACE NOT WAR 

campaigns for a progressive increase in the 
amount of tax spent on peacebuilding, and a 
corresponding decrease in the amount spent 
on war and preparation for war. 

We also campaign for an update in the law, so 
that people with a conscientious objection to 
war can have the part of their taxes currently 
spent on arms devoted to peacebuilding
instead. 

For a more detailed version of this leaflet please visit 
our website www.conscienceonline.org.uk

taxes for peace not war yes, I want my  taxes used to prevent conflict, not prepare
for it please PRINT your details below

first name/s ____________________________________________

last name/s ____________________________________________

address _______________________________________________

__________________________________ postcode ___________

telephone _____________________________________________

email _________________________________________________

suggested annual membership donation £1 per £1,000 of
annual income up to £15,000, plus £2 per £1,000 of annual income
over £15,000

I enclose a cheque for £________ (payable to conscience )

help us plan ahead – instead of writing a cheque, you could
join with a standing order, which saves us time and money for
campaigning. Just £3 a month can make a huge difference. If you
give £5 a month or more, we’ll also send you a free copy of
Beyond Terror by Chris Abbott, Paul Rogers & John Sloboda

join conscience today

standing order
please PRINT your details below

name of bank __________________________________________

address of bank_________________________________________

________________________________ postcode _____________

account no sor t code 

please pay £10 £5 £3 other £_________ monthly until

fur ther notice , star ting on________________________________
payable to conscience a/c 50452200 s/c 08-90-37, Co-op Bank,
Wood Green, London.

please cancel any existing standing orders to conscience

signature

date

please return to:

conscience, FREEPOST LON 18505, London N19 5BR

office use: pb db mb 

we treat all your information in confidence and do not share it with other organisations or individuals.09
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