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2019 in brief
Last year was a busy one for Conscience. We moved office, hired three new
members of staff and organised a range of events.
At the beginning of the year we moved office, leaving our Hampstead
location for a canal-side, modern office in Angel.
We recruited a Fundraising and Membership Worker and a Campaign Worker
as well as an Office Co-ordinator to take forward the campaign's work.
Later in the year we held an action around the money the UK spends on
nuclear weapons, hosted a film screening and helped coordinate
commemorations for Conscientious Objectors' Day and Remembrance Day.
In December, we hosted the highly successful 15th International Conference
on War Tax Resistance and Peace Tax Campaigns, in Edinburgh.
With a settled team, we are confident that we can build on these successes
and make 2020 a significant year in Conscience’s work for a UK where taxes
are used to nurture peace, not pay for war.
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Conscience team
Our team now consists of Karen Robinson (Campaign Worker), Fay Salichou
(Fundraising and Membership Worker) and Jonathan Maunders (Office
Coordinator).
In her role as Campaign Worker, Karen Robinson has launched a blog
charting the work of the organisation. The blog can be accessed from our
website - www.conscienceonline.org.uk/blog

Fundraising and Membership Worker, Fay Salichou has launched two
successful appeals, seen a rise in standing orders and is securing grant
funding for Conscience’s work.
Meanwhile, Jonathan Maunders’ role as Office Co-ordinator has seen him
coordinate the office move, oversee the recruitment process and manage the
new office.

Count the Nuclear
Weapons Money
On 26 October 2019 Conscience organised an event outside the Ministry of
Defence in London: ‘Count the money we spend on nuclear weapons – and
divert it to saving our climate’.
We counted 10,400 specially-designed £500,000 notes, equivalent to £5.2
billion - the amount of money the UK spends on its nuclear weapons
programme in a year. £5.2 billion (i.e. £5,200,000,000) is such a huge
amount of money it is difficult to visualise or comprehend.
We physically counted this sum of money outside the Ministry of Defence in
protest at the UK’s ownership of nuclear weapons and this terrible use of
taxpayers’ money. We demanded that the £5.2 billion is spent instead on
addressing the climate emergency.

There were two or three people
counting at any one time. We
counted for hours. With the
massive Ministry of Defence building
towering over us, it was a sobering
experience.

Volunteers Paula and Edna
counting the money the UK
spends on nuclear weapons
annually. We are grateful for
their support.

The notes started in a briefcase marked ‘Nuclear Weapons’. They
were counted on the table and put into £10 million batches. The
batches were then placed in a crate marked ‘Trees’. After counting,
individuals were invited to share why they were there in a short video
to go on social media.

Conscience organised this action
as the London companion event
to the international Count the
Nuclear Weapons Money action
which took place in New York
throughout UN Disarmament
Week.
At the international action they
counted $1 trillion – the amount
being spent to modernise the
nuclear arsenals of nine
countries over the next 10 years.
They counted the $1 trillion by
hand, in $1 million dollar notes.
It took them 7 days and 7
nights.

Conscientious Objectors'
Day
Each year, on 15th May, we gather at the Conscientious Objectors’
Commemorative Stone for the annual ceremony in honour of Conscientious
Objectors past and present. In May 2019, we gathered in Tavistock Square in
honour of Conscientious Objectors.
We were joined by some brilliant speakers, who talked about Conscientious
Objectors around the world.
Lois Bibbings (pictured below) a professor of Law, Gender and History at the
University of Bristol who has encouraged local research about Bristol’s
Conscientious Objectors, spoke passionately about conscientious objectors
within their historical context.
Jay Sutherland,
convenor of Anti War
Ayrshire, expressed his
pride in wearing a white
poppy and emphasised
the importance of
honouring conscientious
objectors.

The First World War Peace Forum has been organising peace-focused commemorations
throughout the centenary of WWI, from 2014-2019. Its members include: Anglican
Pacifist Fellowship, Conscience: Taxes for Peace not War, Fellowship of Reconciliation,
Peace Pledge Union, Network for Peace, Quakers in Britain. Many of the same
organisations have agreed to come together in a new group, with a new name, ICOD International Conscientious Objectors' Day group to plan and support activities around
International Conscientious Objectors’ Day 2020.

Remembrance Sunday
On Remembrance Sunday, we
gathered in Tavistock Square to
remember all victims of war of all
nationalities and committed
ourselves to working for peace.
The Peace Pledge Union invited
London Students for Yemen to share
stories of the daily reality faced by
families in Yemen. Students for
Yemen stressed the importance of
understanding the brutal nature of
war and just how destructive it can
be.

We are grateful to London Students for
Yemen for speaking about the current
conflict (pictured, above).
Wreaths and white poppies were laid
(pictured, left).
Conscience is already working on plans to
mark Remembrance Sunday on 8th
November 2020 in Tavistock Square in
London. More details to be announced
later this year.
Conscience works closely with and
supports the work of the Peace Pledge
Union.

The 15th International Conference on War
Tax Resistance and Peace Tax Campaigns
A significant event in our 2019 calendar
was the 15th International Conference on
War Tax Resistance and Peace Tax
Campaigns, held from 28 November – 1
December in Edinburgh, which we hosted.
The last time there had been an
international conference was in Colombia,
so it was a huge privilege for Conscience to
facilitate the coming together of war tax
resisters and peace tax campaigners from
different parts of the world, in person or
through a video report.
Countries represented were: Azerbaijan,
Canada, Finland, Germany, India, the
Netherlands, Russia, Switzerland, the UK
and the USA.
We were greeted by a Scottish piper (pictured, above), before introductions from
Robin Brookes of Conscience. We heard from Vijay Mehta on ‘How not to go to
war’, Brian Larkin from the Edinburgh Peace and Justice Centre, and Kate Ive,
designer of a beautiful bronze ‘Opposing War Memorial’ paying tribute to
conscientious objectors in the First World War.
Peter van den Dungen gave a fascinating talk: ‘Paying for Peace, peace
philanthropy through history’, which enumerated the peace museums and other
ventures funded by rich philanthropists such as Andrew Carnegie. This was
followed by country reports from different war tax resistance/peace tax
campaigns, giving us a unique insight into their respective situations.
The National War Tax Resistance Coordinating Committee representative from
the USA, reported that war tax resisters have received notifications that their
passports will not be renewed due to their high level of tax debt.

The representative from Russia spoke
movingly; “We are just a few people
living in different places in the country,
with hundreds of miles separating us,
searching the way to enact a law to
provide our right to pay taxes only for
peaceful purposes, and not for
violence”.
We livestreamed the event and these
videos can be found on our Facebook
page.
A special thanks to Anne McCullaghd'Lyske, from Conscience in Scotland,
who contributed so much to making
the conference happen, including the
ceilidh!
CPTI panel, Edinburgh 2019

What is CPTI?
Conscience and Peace Tax International is an organisation in its own right and
has special consultative status with the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)
of the United Nations. It is not an umbrella organisation, nor does it organise
the international conferences on war tax resistance and peace tax campaigns.
It does hold its General Assembly every two years at the international
conference and thus it brings together peace tax campaigners and war tax
resisters from around the world.
Having UN consultative status confers rights to attend and make
contributions to certain UN meetings, especially those concerned with human
rights. An important activity is to submit statements to the UN Human Rights
Committee on the status of human rights – including conscientious objection.
Members of CPTI have also taken a keen interest in legal cases around
conscientious objection and war tax resistance and its website,
http://www.cpti.ws contains a great deal of information on such matters.
Conscience, Taxes for Peace not War, the German group Netzwerk
Friedenssteuer and one or two other organisations make contributions to the
CPTI fund. Donations are always welcome and there is scope for individuals to
become more involved.

Conscience at Faslane nuclear
weapons base
“Still feeling quiet, and part of me frightened and frozen inside. Went to HM
Naval Base Clyde today, where submarines carrying the UK’s Trident nuclear
weapons are based. Almost impossible to take in the horror, alongside the
beauty" Karen Robinson.
Following the 15th International Conference on War Tax Resistance and Peace
Tax Campaigns, a group of us travelled to the nuclear weapons base at
Faslane.
We looked out over Gare Loch. In the foreground was an unspeakable horror,
the naval base housing the UK’s nuclear weapons. There are four nuclear
submarines which can each carry up to eight missiles on board.
Each missile can
carry up to five
nuclear warheads,
all around eight
times as
destructive as the
bomb which
destroyed
Hiroshima in 1945.

The UK currently spends £5.2 billion a year on its nuclear weapons
programme. We went to the base to protest at the horror of nuclear weapons
and this terrible waste of taxpayers’ money. We were calling for the right to
re-direct the part of our taxes currently allocated to the military, to peaceful
purposes.
We gathered at North Gate sharing peace poems, personal reflections/stories,
our fear of war and our hopes for peace. We stood in silence. On the way back
to Edinburgh we paid an all-too-brief but very moving visit to Faslane Peace
Camp. The camp has been a nonviolent presence and protest against nuclear
weapons since 1982.

Future events
Following on from the success of the International Conference in Edinburgh, we
will be hosting a series of meetings up and down the country titled Voices of
Conscientious Objection.
With these meetings, we aim to share the personal stories and experiences of
conscientious objectors, as we campaign for a fundamental law change. The
project will culminate in a special meeting in parliament, showcasing the
stories of conscientious objectors, both past and present.
As well as sharing personal experiences, the meetings will inform people of
their right to become conscientious objectors but also highlight how their right
to be a financial conscientious objector is not currently recognised.
We will place these inspiring stories of past conscientious objection into a
modern context, exploring what it means to be a conscientious objector today
and how we can bring about a change in UK law. We are looking at various
locations including Dorchester, Edinburgh and Leeds, but dates are not yet
finalised so please check our website for updates.
We will also be working with
other organisations to arrange
annual commemorations for
Conscientious Objectors’ Day
and Remembrance Day in
London, raising the profile of
conscientious objection around
both events.

Conscience tweet from
Bristol conference on
conscientious objection,
April 2019

Volunteer for conscience
conscience could not function without the help of its volunteers whose
input is vital to the success of the campaign.
There is a range of volunteering possibilities at conscience including:
Help in our Angel office
As part of our volunteering programme, you could be involved in
campaigning, fundraising, political lobbying, membership and general
support. We are currently in need of regular office admin assistance.
Executive Committee membership
Our Executive Committee meets four times a year to make decisions
on matters such as policy, strategy and finance. We are also
currently need a pensions expert to ensure our staff pensions are
correctly managed.
Ad hoc help
There are certain times during the year when the office needs
additional help with mailings and other activities. Add your name to
our volunteer list and help the campaign for half a day a few times a
year!
If you are interested in any of our volunteering opportunities please
contact us at campaign@conscienceonline.org.uk or call 020 3515
9132
Conscience TAXES FOR PEACE NOT WAR works for a world where taxes
are used to nurture peace, not pay for war.
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