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2020 in brief

A global pandemic
2020 was a challenging year for us all. Covid-19 has hit everybody
and caused so much suffering, up and down the country. We
sincerely hope you and your loved ones have not been too badly
affected. Sadly, despite all this hardship, military spending remains
higher than ever and, thus, our mission to campaign for a peaceful
alternative remains as crucial as ever. However, like many
organisations across the globe, the pandemic has forced us to adapt
the way we work.
Working from home
Commencing with the March 2020 lockdown, we made the decision
for our staff to work from home. Our aim was to ensure staff safety
without sacrificing our effectiveness as a campaigning organisation.
Initially it was a challenging experience. Our working environment
changed dramatically and new structures and patterns needed to be
formed. In addition, Fay Salichou (Fundraising and Membership
Worker) and Jonathan Maunders (Office Coordinator) contracted the
virus but thankfully recovered.
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We became increasingly confident about the new working
structure, feeling that often we were able to achieve more and
adapt to situations more efficiently. With that in mind, coupled
with the ongoing nature of the pandemic, we made the decision to
transition to working permanently from home. We still retain a
physical base and postal address and are very thankful to the
Peace Pledge Union for helping us with this.
'Voices of Conscientious Objection' Webinars
This project, originally conceived as a series of public meetings in
different parts of the country, became a series of webinars
reaching people nationally and internationally.
Conscience Education Programme
In 2020 we started our new education programme to produce
clear factual materials for adults about conscientious objection to
military conscription and to military taxation.
Conscience Website

With the pandemic preventing us from meeting in person, the
online world is an increasingly useful tool in helping us
communicate with our wonderful supporters, informing you about
our recent activity and plans for the future. We have sought to
regularly update our website to let you know about our latest
news and upcoming campaigns. If you haven’t visited our website
recently, you can find it at www.conscienceonline.org.uk
Conscience Campaign Worker Blog
You may know that our Campaign Worker,
Karen Robinson, writes a regular blog on our
campaign work. This year she has written
informative and reflective pieces about the
pandemic, the legacy of nuclear weapons,
previous campaigning in parliament for a Peace
Tax, and the formation of the UN. You can find
her blog on our website by clicking 'Conscience
Campaign Worker Blog' on the main menu.

Nuclear weapons immoral and now illegal
Monica Frisch, Conscience Director & Treasurer, writes:
The dropping of two nuclear bombs 75 years ago, on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki in Japan in August 1945, demonstrated their
enormous destructive power. There is no doubt that if one was
exploded again, in war or accidentally, it would cause a
humanitarian disaster. It is argued that they are militarily unusable
because of the destruction their use would cause and many people,
even those who may not call themselves pacifists, believe that
using nuclear weapons is immoral. Now there is a further
argument: illegality.
In July 2017 over a hundred and twenty countries voted to adopt
the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. In October 2020
the fiftieth country ratified the Treaty which meant it became
international law on 22nd January 2021. Not only does it prohibit
the use of nuclear weapons but also related activities such as
developing, testing or manufacturing nuclear weapons and
assisting others with any prohibited activities.
Conscience attends International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear
Weapons (ICAN) Forum in Paris
Conscience Executive Committee member, Anne McCullaghDLyske, met Setsuko Thurlow at the ICAN Forum in February
2020 (see photo on front cover). Setsuko is a nuclear
disarmament campaigner. She survived the atomic bombing of
Hiroshima on 6 August 1945, and is a prominent member of
ICAN. Setsuko gave the acceptance speech when ICAN was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2017 for its work on the
Treaty. Conscience is an ICAN partner.

As individual peace activists we are delighted that the Treaty has
now been ratified, though the UK did not take part in the
negotiations and have not signed nor ratified it. Nor have the
other states possessing nuclear weapons.

The entry into force of the Treaty provides Conscience with a new
powerful argument: it provides added pressure to change the law
so no-one is forced to pay through their taxes for nuclear weapons
which are now illegal as well as immoral.
We also recognise that possession of nuclear weapons ties up
resources that could be better used to tackle the problems that
face the world, including the causes of war as well as the current
Covid-19 pandemic and climate change.
Conscience is clear that there are many alternative ways to resolve
conflict, ways other than war, and that nuclear weapons have no
place in conflict resolution.
The Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament and many
other peace organisations
in the UK will continue to
campaign for the UK to
honour its commitment to
the Nuclear NonProliferation Treaty and to
make tangible steps
towards disarmament.
Until the UK does so,
Conscience will argue that
UK taxpayers should not be
forced to pay for nuclear
weapons which are now
not only immoral but
illegal.

International Conscientious
Objectors' Day
On 15 May 2020, from her home in Worthing, our Campaign
Worker Karen Robinson welcomed people from all over the
country to the national online ceremony to mark International
Conscientious Objectors’ Day. She did so on behalf of eleven other
organisations which had been meeting regularly to plan the day.
The ceremony normally takes place in Tavistock Square in London.
But this year we were in the first wave of the Covid-19 pandemic,
and couldn’t gather together physically.
Michael Mears, actor and
long-time friend of the peace
movement, produced and
performed an evocative piece
based on testimonies from
conscientious objectors during
the Second World War.
Later in the ceremony Niat
Chefena Hailemariam, from
the Network of Eritrean
Women, spoke movingly to us
about military service in
Eritrea, which is compulsory
for both men and women.
165 people attended the online event, and a total of 550 people
watched the video at some point in the day. You can watch the
full ceremony and access materials about International
Conscientious Objectors' Day here: http://www.co-day.org

Remembrance Sunday

As with the International Conscientious Objectors’ Day
commemorations, Remembrance Sunday 2020 was an online
event. The Peace Pledge Union did a stellar job of organising the
event, bringing people together from across the country. We
supported their efforts by leading a concerted social media
campaign, promoting the event and sharing photos, videos and
quotes on the day. We were proud to be involved and were
delighted to see so many people in attendance.

One of the advantages of
holding events online is
that they can be
accessible to people who
wouldn’t be able to
attend in person. As
such, it was wonderful to
see, and speak to, so
many people we
wouldn’t otherwise have
met.
We hope that in 2021 we
will be able to return to
a physical ceremony, but
that we can retain an
online element so that
we can involve as many
people as possible.

Conscience Webinars

In our last Conscience newsletter we wrote about our new ‘Voices
of Conscientious Objection’ project which aimed to share personal
stories and experiences of conscientious objectors as we
campaigned for a fundamental law change on military taxation.
The project was originally envisaged as a series of public meetings
in different parts of the country. However, due to the coronavirus
pandemic we developed an alternative plan; a series of webinars
(seminars or public meetings held online). We are very grateful
for the grant we have received from Funding for Social Change Ltd
for this work.
In 2020 we held the first four webinars in the series. These
focused on different aspects of conscientious objection to military
conscription. Each of the webinars was recorded live. You can
access the links to the webinar videos by going to the ‘Conscience
Webinars’ page of our website.
We were very grateful to Symon
Hill from the Peace Pledge
Union for giving us an
introduction and overview,
‘Conscientious Objection – Then
And Now’ at our first webinar.
Symon shared the stories of
three people who
conscientiously objected to war;
Howard Marten (a conscientious objector in the First World War),
Tair Kaminer (a conscientious objector from Israel), and Michael
Lyons (a Royal Navy medic who became a conscientious objector
to the war in Afghanistan).

Our next two webinars explored the
history of conscientious objection to
military conscription in the UK. Prof Lois
Bibbings gave us a superb overview of
conscientious objection during the First
World War – nationwide. She then shared
with us stories of conscientious objectors
from Bristol. David Milner shared his
detailed research on conscientious
objectors in Dorset during the First World
War.

In our webinar focusing on the Second World War, we were very
privileged to be joined by Donald Saunders as one of our guest
speakers. Donald spoke powerfully and vividly about his
experiences as a conscientious objector during the Second World
War.
In the same webinar Ann Kramer,
a historian and a writer, gave us
a fascinating overview, and
shared with us the results of her
research interviewing people who
had been conscientious objectors
during the Second World War.
Our fourth webinar was an international one, looking at presentday conscientious objection to military conscription in different
countries. Natalia García Cortés, who works for ‘The Right to
Refuse to Kill‘ programme of War Resisters’ International, spoke to
us from Colombia about the WRI and its work on conscientious
objection. Gina Chappa (Republic of Cyprus) did a joint talk with
Murat Kanatli (northern part of Cyprus). They are both Board
members of the European Bureau for Conscientious Objection, and
Murat is himself a conscientious objector. We are hugely grateful
to all our guest speakers.

Preparing to introduce a new
Peace Tax Bill
The core purpose of Conscience is to campaign for a change in the
law in the UK so that citizens have the right to conscientiously object
to paying the military proportion of their taxes and can opt for the
money to go to peaceful purposes instead. The last time Conscience
launched a Bill in parliament was in 2016. We are very grateful to
Ruth Cadbury MP for all her work leading up to, and then presenting,
the Taxes For Peace Bill.
Over the last year the coronavirus
pandemic has taken over our lives
and our world and of course has
dominated the parliamentary
agenda. It will continue to do so. In
one way it seems a difficult context
to try to introduce legislation on

conscientious objection to military taxation. In another way the
legislative change sought by Conscience is directly relevant to the
huge questions raised by the pandemic. Questions about the sort of
society we want to be, our priorities, the realisation that it is a nonmilitary threat, a tiny virus, which has overwhelmed us. Re-defining
what our security needs are, and where we want to direct resources.
Conscience is planning to introduce a new Peace Tax Bill in the 2022
/2023 parliamentary session. We are at the early stages at the
moment. We have contacted Ruth Cadbury MP and John McDonnell
MP, thanking them for their role in presenting Bills in the past,
informing them of our plans and seeking their advice. We are
drawing up a list of MPs who supported us last time and are still in
parliament, and new MPs we think it would be helpful to contact.
We will soon be at the point of asking Conscience supporters if they
could kindly contact their MP to find out their view on the principle of
a Peace Tax Bill. We look forward to being in contact!

Conscience Education Programme

In 2020 Conscience started a new education programme,
'Conscience Education For Peace'. We were very grateful to receive
a grant from Quaker Peace and Social Witness for this work.
The education programme is aimed at adults, members of the
public and potential supporters. It will present basic information
around conscientious objection to military taxation, and related
issues, in a clear, simple way.
The education programme partly arose from the desire to make
use of the wealth of material being made available through the
‘Voices of Conscientious Objection’ webinars. It also arose in
response to a need for basic information resources on
conscientious objection for adults. It is envisaged that the new
Conscience education programme will complement and inform our
campaigning work.
We are developing a new page on our website for the programme
and relevant educational resources;
www.conscienceonline.org.uk/conscience-education-programme/
These resources will include our own series of factsheets providing
information on issues relating to conscientious objection.
In the autumn Conscience advertised for Volunteer Education
Assistants to support the new Education Programme. We are
delighted that Conscience now has a team of three Education
Assistants bringing a wide range of experience and skills to the
programme.

Office Move
We recently made the decision to
move to permanent home-working.
This will allow us to work more
efficiently and adapt to any change
in circumstances, as seen in the last
twelve months. Despite this, we
have ensured that we keep a
physical, London home for postal,
administrative and collaborativeworking purposes. We are very
grateful to the Peace Pledge Union
for helping us in this search and we
look forward to building on our
strong working relationship
together. You can find our new
postal address below.
Photo: https://www.menwhosaidno.org/exhibition/index.htmlt

Conscience Social Media
With online communication ever more important, we have increased our
output on social media. We are increasingly using our Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram feeds to reach out to our supporters to share our ongoing
activities. If you use any of these platforms, please give us a follow or
like. We always appreciate your kind support.
Conscience: Taxes For Peace Not War works for a world where taxes are
used to nurture peace, not pay for war.

Conscience: Taxes for Peace Not War
c/o Peace Pledge Union
1 Peace Passage
Brecknock Road
London
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