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successful beginnings: 
remembering 2013
2013 was an exciting year for 
conscience as it was the year 
we launched our Meet the Real 
Peacebuilders campaign which 
showcases the work of peacebuilders 
who use non-violent and non-military 
solutions to prevent and transform 
conflict. We show decision makers that 
there are real alternatives to securing 
peace through non-military means 
and it is these security measures we 
want our taxes to go towards. See our 
peacebuilders at:  
www.conscienceonline.org.uk/meet-
the-real-peacebuilders

Through our Meet the Real 
Peacebuilders campaign we pursue 
change and development of the 
government’s intra-departmental 
Conflict Pool which funds conflict 
prevention, stabilisation and 
peacekeeping to reduce the number of 
people around the world whose lives 
are affected by violent conflict. 

This year we have revealed the huge 
lack of knowledge within parliament 
about the Conflict Pool and its work. 
Together with our supporters we have 
been in contact with several MPs and 
Ministers about the Conflict Pool and 

have begun the journey to remedying 
this. We have had MPs table questions 
about the Conflict Pool in parliament 
and are working to table more in 2014. 
In 2013 we also began to break through 
the opaqueness surrounding the Conflict 
Pool. There is an unfortunate lack of 
transparency surrounding the activities 
carried out by the Pool. Through 
freedom of information requests and 
other communications we are working 
to open up the Conflict Pool creating 
greater transparency.

There is still a lot of work to be done, 
in 2014 we aim to start looking more 
closely at the changes to the Conflict 
Pool that will be coming into force in 
2015. After carrying out research on the 
government’s policy papers regarding 
the Conflict Pool we fear that 2015 
will introduce the greater militarisation 
and securitisation of the Pool with the 
intelligence services becoming one of 
the bodies involved in the management 
of the Pool.

In addition to our new campaign, 
conscience carries out its ongoing 
work with war tax resisters - helping 
those whose conscience directs them 
not to pay for war.
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International Conscientious Objectors 
Day 2014 will be at 12 noon on 15th 
May 2014 at Tavistock Square, London. 
This year due to the centenary of the 
First World War, conscience together 
with other peace organisations are 
organising a special event which includes 
speakers, music and the descendents of 
WWI COs. 

Are you a descendant of a First World 
War conscientious objector or related 
to someone who was active in the 
women’s peace movement of those 

days, such as Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom?

We would like to invite relatives to take 
part in International CO Day 2014.  If 
you are one, please get in touch by 
emailing 
campaign@conscienceonline.org.uk or 
writing to us at:

conscience
1a Waterlow Road
London
N19 5NJ

international co day 2014

Roy Prockter
Roy Prockter had his judgement hearing 
in Ipswich County Court on 27th January. 

The Judge stated that Roy has won the 
logical argument and very clearly the 
moral argument, but he (the Judge) was 
unable to grant an appeal as the law did 
not allow him to. 

Roy now has to pay tax on his earnings 
from 2007 to 2013 – this should be ok 
as Roy would have been prepared to 
pay them if he had managed to change 
the interpretation of the law.

2
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This year marks the beginning of the 
hundredth anniversary of World War I 
(WWI) 1914 – 1918. It is an important 
time for all those campaigning for peace 
as WWI was meant to be the war that 
ended all wars and yet Britain is, at the 
time of writing, again at war.

conscience believes that we should 
reject any militaristic celebration of the 
centenary and instead remember and 
commemorate those, on all sides of 
the conflict, who lost their lives and also 
those who strove to refuse to kill. 

We see the next four years as a time 
to remember that there was much 
opposition to WWI in the form of peace 
groups and conscientious objectors 
(COs) and this history needs to be 
remembered and respected. This time 
should be used as an opportunity to 
educate and inform current generations 
about peace and how to try harder to 
prevent war.

There were many who were active in 
opposing the First World War, and they 
came from a variety of backgrounds. 

Groups such as the No-Conscription 
Fellowship who provided moral and 
physical support to COs and their 
families. The Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom was 
born from the horror of WWI. It 
grew from the Women’s International 
Congress – a meeting of women from 
12 countries who met in The Hague and 
put forward resolutions on how to avoid 
war. The Fellowship of Reconciliation 
was also founded in response to WWI 
where two Christians – the German 
Lutheran, Friedrich Seigmund-Schültze 
and English Quaker, Henry Hodgkin 
and others – founded chapters of 
the Fellowship of Reconciliation in 
their respective counties. They were 
Christians campaigning for peace in 
response to the many churches which 
had supported the war. The Religious 
Society of Friends (Quakers) established 
the Friends Ambulance Unit (FAU) at the 
outbreak of the war.  The FAU provided 
an alternative to military service from its 
conception and mainly provided medical 
support for the wounded and sick on 
ambulance trains and hospital ships.  
These groups together with individual 

first world war centenary

War will exist until that distant day when the conscientious objector 
enjoys the same reputation and prestige that the warrior does today.

John F. Kennedy
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conscription based ‘on the ground 
of a conscientious objection to the 
undertaking of combatant service’. The 
Bill did not apply to the Irish because of 
the additional trouble that they might 
have caused if conscripted into the 
British Army.

Over 16,000 men claimed exemption 
from military service and were required 
to attend a tribunal to have the sincerity 
of their claims assessed. Those who 
were deemed sincere were offered 
non-combatant work in the army or 
civilian work that was useful to the 
war effort. Those who refused these 
alternatives due to their pacifist stance 
not to contribute in any way to war and 
those whose claims to conscientious 
objection were seen as insincere, 
when they refused call-up they were 

White Poppies by Joshua Saposnekoo

COs and peace activists faced hugely 
unpleasant and sometimes severe 
repercussions due to their pacifist 
stance.

Despite there being more men 
volunteering for service than the army 
could equip at the time the Military 
Service Bill – which led to the Military 
Service Act – paved the way for 
conscription in 1916. Knowing that 
the bill would be controversial and 
that there would be fierce opposition 
to conscription the government 
tried to seek avenues to deal with 
any opposition they would face. 
They included what was termed the 
‘conscience clause’ into the Bill. This 
allowed people exemption from 

Poster informing of Military Service Act 1916
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arrested and sent to military barracks. 
Here they faced court martial and were 
given prison sentences. When many 
COs finished their prison sentence 
they would be called up again and 
re-arrested when they failed to obey. 
COs faced harsh consequences for 
their stance and many died in prison or 
as a result of their time there. Others 
became physically or mentally ill and 
some never fully recovered.

This year we will be engaged with the 
WWI Peace Forum alongside other 
organisations including: the Peace 
Pledge Union, Quaker Peace and 
Social Witness, Pax Christi, the Peace 
Museum, The Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom, 
Fellowship of Reconciliation and Right 

to Refuse to Kill.

As well as holding a special 
commemoration on International 
Conscientious Objectors Day – 15th 
May 2014 – other events and materials 
will be published throughout the year. 

2016 shall be a significant year for us as 
it marks the centenary of the Military 
Service Act which provided legal 
provision for conscientious objection 
for the first time in British law. Please 
do keep an eye out on our website and 
your coming editions of conscience 
Update to make sure that you are 
aware of all the plans for 2016.

Conscientious Objectors Stone by Karen V Bryan
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Like many other peace groups and 
NGOs, conscience took the decision 
to incorporate as a private company 
limited by guarantee, maintaining the 
current Executive Committee structure 
as the executive sub-committee of the 
company. Work continues as usual with 
Executive Committee members giving 
their time voluntarily, but with more 
legal protection than before.

conscience incorporated  on 23rd 
December 2013 and the company 
name is ‘The Conscience Campaign 
Limited’. Our company Number is: 
8824854.

There are many benefits to being a 
company limited by guarantee. One 
of the main reasons conscience 

chose to become a company limited 
by guarantee is because it limits the 
liability of our Executive Committee 
members – who all volunteer their time 
– protecting them should something 
terrible occur. For example, the financial 
liability for EC members is now limited 
to £1. Liability is protected as long as 
the EC are honest, prudent, act within 
the company’s objectives and powers 
and comply with their statutory duties. 
A corporate body is also able to make 
contracts so EC members do not have 
to do this personally.

If you would like any more information 
on why conscience has taken this 
decision please contact the office at 
info@conscienceonline.org.uk.

company limited by guarantee

cpti relocated
We would like to take this opportunity 
to inform members and supporters that 
Conscience and Peace Tax International 
(CPTI) has formally moved the 
organisation from Belgium to the UK.

CPTI still retains its international board 
which is currently comprised of: 

•	Robin Brookes, U.K

•	Dietmar Czerny, Chair, Germany
•	Roy Prockter, Treasurer & 

Secretary, U.K
•	Milena Romero, Colombia

The Main Representative to the United 
Nations is Naomi Paz Greenberg.

For more information please visit:
www.cpti.ws
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have you ever considered leaving 
conscience a gift in your will?  
Gifts in wills, called legacies, are a 
wonderful way to support the right of 
conscience now and into the future.  
Leaving a gift in your will is something 
everyone can do in a way which suits 
your particular circumstances.  

After providing for family and friends, 
why not consider whether you would 
like to leave a gift, of whatever size, to 
conscience?

nurture the future of 
conscientious objection

All of us at conscience want to see the 
day when we can choose for our taxes 
to be spent on peacebuilding rather 
than killing.  We really hope to see that 
day.  And we want to be sure that there 
is a campaigning organisation continuing 
the struggle for the right not to pay for 
killing.

You can be part of making that happen. 
Leaving a gift in your will can be an 
opportunity to leave a donation that can 
make a lasting difference, since it costs 
nothing now and can increase in real 
value over time. 

conscience exists because of 
supporters just like you
Did you know that the majority of 

conscience EC Whitechapel Gallery
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our income comes straight from our 
generous supporters?  Although our 
income has been declining over the last 
few years, the reason we’re still here 
and still campaigning for the right not to 
pay for war is because of every person 
who decides to support us.  Even 
one legacy gift makes a tremendous 
difference in what we can do.

How to leave a gift in your will
If you have a will already, you can 
replace your will with a new one, or 
add a codicil to modify the existing one.  
If you want to write a will for the first 
time, it may be helpful to consult a legal 
professional, although this isn’t a legal 
requirement.  

There are lots of sources of information 
available about how to write and amend 
your will.  We recommend The Co-
operative Legal Services 
www.co-operative.coop/legalservices 
and the UK Government website 

www.gov.uk/make-will as helpful 
starting points.  You may also find The 
Natural Death Centre 
www.naturaldeath.org.uk a useful 
resource about dying and funerals.

Please call 020 3515 9132 or email
development@conscienceonline.org.uk, 
or write to us at:

conscience TAXES FOR PEACE NOT WAR

FREEPOST LON18505
London
N19 5BR

Thank you for taking the time to 
consider leaving conscience a gift 
in your will.

I support conscience because 
I am a pacifist.  I am very happy 

to pay my due taxes but not 
for use in wars and preparation 
for wars.  I would like my taxes 
to be used to build a culture of 

peace and forgiveness.

Bridget, 
conscience supporter, Exeter

Please contact Claire Reddleman, 
Fundraising and Membership Officer, 
with any questions about legacies, to let 
us know if you plan to make a bequest, 
or to request further information.

Conscientious objection to military service is recognised.  So also should be 
conscientious objection to paying for the military.

Paul, conscience supporter, Gloucester
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financial position 2013
2013 2012

INCOME
Donations £41,051 £43,248
Legacies £3,175 £3,477
Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust n/a £12,974
Lansbury House Trust £1,000 n/a
Grants, including QPSW £3,500 £3,500
Sundry, including interest £26 £35
TOTAL £48,752 £63,234

EXPENDITURE
Premises (£3,172) (£3,782)
Office costs (£3,045) (£2,056)
Staffing (£37,347) (£34,555)
Fundraising (£1,323) (£1,221)
Campaigning (£2,763) (£2,870)
Governance (£863) (£1,265)
JRCT funded project n/a (£20,000)
TOTAL (£48,513) (£65,749)

Net income/(expenditure) £239 (£2,515)
Total funds brought forward £17,859 £20,374
Total funds carried forward £18,098 £17,859
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Our annual income from regular 
supporters is our main source of 
income, but standing orders and 
donations only just cover the basic 
operating costs of the office and staff 
salaries for routine campaign work.  
For our staff to be able to run more 
projects we need more funds and we 
rely critically on additional contributions 
from our supporters in response 
to appeals in order to develop the 
campaign.  From a legacy gratefully 
received this year we were able to 
replace two ageing computers and 
purchase a scanner and a new printer 
all of which will help to increase our 

efficiency in working towards our 
campaign goal. We also bought a 
franking machine which has saved us 
around £1,000 in this year alone.

I would like to take this opportunity 
to acknowledge the very supportive 
contribution made over several years 
by Executive Committee member 
Christopher Sykesud, who stood down 
in September 2013; and ask supporters 
to consider whether they have the time 
to offer four Saturdays per year to help 
us direct the work of conscience.

Iain Farrell, Treasurer
January 2014

conscience is not a charity, but we produce transparent public accounts that meet 
charity law. Here is a draft Statement of Financial Accounts for the year ended 31st 
December 2013. If you would like a copy of the full and examined accounts when 
these are available, or if you have any questions, please contact us at 
info@conscienceonline.org.uk or phone 020 3515 9132.

For maximum transparency and accountability we always ask our members to 
approve our annual accounts. Please take a moment to look at page 9 of this issue 
and then answer the question below, tear of the slip and return to:

conscience, FREEPOST LON18505, London, N19 5BR

Do you accept the accounts on page 9 of conscience update?
yes    no  

Your name:
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conscience could not function without the help of its volunteers whose 
help is vital to the success of the campaign.

There are a range of volunteering possibilities at conscience including:

Volunteering programme at our North London office
As part of our volunteering programme you could be involved in 
campaigning, fundraising, political lobbying,membership and general 
support.

Executive Committee membership
Our Executive Committee meets four times a year to make decisions on 
matters such as policy, strategy and finance.

Ad hoc help 
There are certain times during the year when the office needs additional 
help with mailings and other activities. Add your name to our volunteer 
list and help the campaign for half a day a few times a year!

If you are interested in any of our volunteering opportunities please 
contact us at info@conscienceonline.org.uk or call 020 3515 9132

volunteer for conscience

conscience, 1b Waterlow Road, London. N19 5NJ
tel: +44 (0) 20 7561 1061 
email: info@conscienceonline.org.uk
web: www.conscienceonline.org.uk   -   web: www.peacepays.org.uk

conscience TAXES FOR PEACE NOT WAR works for a world where taxes are used to 
nurture peace, not pay for war. 
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