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Peacebuilding and
remembering World War One

2014 is a year to remember the
devastation wrought across Europe
in the “war to end all wars”. Whilst
we remember those who lost their
lives, conscience would like to
reflect on the lessons learnt from the
great conflict.

The 20�� Century saw a generation
of citizens and politicians directly
affected by two world wars. As a
consequence of this a serious
undertaking was made at national and
international levels to bring the co-
operation between nation states as a
top priority. This led to the birth of
international organisations such as the
United Nations and the EU whose
primary aim was to ensure better
diplomatic relationships between
nations.

This led to the EU winning the Nobel
Peace Prize in 2012 for its contribution
to global peace and security.

A continent once so divided that it was
at war on several fronts has, within a
generation, become a model for
international cooperation. This has not
been achieved by greater militarism,
but by the rejection of it - one by one
more countries have adopted

neutrality, abolished or de-militarised
national service and reduced their
budgets for warfare.

Britain unfortunately continues to have
misguided strategic priorities. Iraq is
still feeling the fallout from a disastrous
military intervention that created the
regional instability that gave birth to
the Islamic terror group ISIS.

Allied forces have spent over $1.1
trillion on military activity in Iraq since
2003. If only a fraction of that had been
spent on peacebuilding between tribal
groups, conscience believes that this
current escalation in Iraq could have
been avoided entirely.

The lessons of WW1 are many, but
perhaps the most important one we
take away from the conflict is that a
sustained investment in international
peace and collaboration can ensure
worldwide stability.
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conscience remains committed to working with Parliamentarians to develop
non-violent solutions to global conflicts. We are actively working with MPs to
reform the Conflict Pool, the leading government fund that invests in
international peacebuilding, so that it becomes more effective at building long
term peace and security.

WW1 Centenary provides a reminder to us all that failure to build a more
peaceful world can scar a continent. Let’s honour their memory by saying
“never again”.

New Campaign Manager
appointed

conscience has a new member of the
office team, Shaughan Dolan. Shaughan
joins conscience after several years of
working as a campaigns manager for the
Liberal Democrats, running several
successful campaigns during his tenure.

Previous to this Shaughan worked for Lynne
Featherstone MP, a minister in the
Department for International Development,
the Electoral Reform Society and the LGiU,
a local government think-tank.

Shaughan is to replace Gayle who is moving on from conscience after 5
years to work at the Home Office. Shaughan commented “It’s a
tremendous honour to be selected for a position at conscience.
Personal experiences in the Middle East demonstrated to me the
importance of making sure the UK government promotes peace
building around the world.”
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Roy Prockter - an obituary

It was a terrible shock to hear that Roy
Prockter, who had been involved with
conscience for almost 15 years, and
with peace campaigning and war tax
resistance for much longer, had died
suddenly and unexpectedly this June.

Roy was a Quaker, active in many
peace organisations and a committed
war tax resister. He withheld a
proportion of his tax for many years,
having many encounters and arguments
with HM Revenue and Customs, and
their agents, which he used to publicise
the concerns of those with a
conscientious objection to paying taxes
for others to kill or prepare to kill. He
also investigated methods of avoiding
paying for war, such as keeping his
income below the tax threshold.

In 2004, he and six other taxpaying
citizens, who all shared an objection in
conscience to paying others to kill on
their behalf, formed the Peace Tax
Seven to seek a judicial review of
current UK tax policy. For many years
they argued their case cogently in
various courts, raising the issue and
using every opportunity to publicise
their concerns, but were ultimately
unsuccessful.

Roy served on the Executive
Committee of conscience from 2000.
Much of the accounting was contracted

out to him from about 2002. Even
when book-keeping was bought back
in-house, Roy continued to run the
payroll for conscience until his death.
Many other peace organisations, such
as  and Lansbury House
Trust Fund, also benefited from his
professional skills as a chartered
accountant. Roy supported getting
Conscience and Peace Tax International
(CPTI) registered as a limited company
in the UK and recognized by HM
Revenue & Customs as a charitable
organization for tax purposes. Roy was
also, I understand, active with
Campaign Against Arms Trade, a
trustee of  and a keen
cyclist and secretary of the Eastern
Region of the Tricycle Association.

Roy, with his unwavering dedication to
peace will be very greatly missed. Our
condolences go to his family and
friends.
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Conflict Pool Campaign

The Conflict Pool is the biggest
government fund that invests in
international peacebuilding projects.
conscience believes conflict
prevention initiatives will be the future
of foreign policy are key part of the tax
shift away from war and towards
peace.

conscience is working with politicians
for a radical overhaul of the Conflict
Pool that will see it become more
transparent, better funded and with a
clearer strategic direction.

conscience has produced the policy
briefing called

and we are
presenting it to MPs to raise
awareness of the Conflict Pool and to
speak in the House of Commons in
favour of our reforms.

conscience has garnered the support
of Fabian Hamilton MP who is a
past supporter of Peace Tax Bills and
now chairs a select sub-committee
which monitors the impact of DfID's
work.

Fabian has agreed to ask questions in
the House of Commons to ensure
issues facing UK conflict prevention
strategy are raised with government
ministers.

Further to this conscience is pushing
the peace agenda with articles
published in some of the most read
political blogs on the Internet.
Labour’s “
Conservative’s “ and

Liberal Democrat’s
have all published material

from our Campaigns Officer
advocating the benefits of
peacebuilding to all three main political
parties.

More MPs such as Jeremy Corbyn and
John McDonnell are set to meet with
us in the coming months with around a
100 letters already written to
Parliamentarians of all stripes by
conscience members over the
campaign.

conscience was also represented at
the global summit on Ending Sexual
Violence Against Women - and
followed this up by writing for the
academic website “Conflict and
Security” highlighting that
peacebuilding is an essential
component of ending rape in conflict.

Our new Campaign Manager
Shaughan Dolan, has also spoken in a
public debate on Tony Blair’s legacy
and will be speaking at on the topic of
Peacebuilding at the Think-Tank
Global Net 21’s event - how do we
build a more peaceful world?
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If you’d like to join our campaign why not get in touch with conscience staff
at Campaign@ConscienceOnline.org.uk - it could be your MP that makes the
difference.

conscience is slowly but surely pushing for the shift away from financing war
and the preparations for war, toward more constructive peacebuilding.

International Conscientious
Objectors Day 2014

conscience was proud to be involved
on the organising committee of
International Conscientious Objectors
Day 2014. conscience’s former
Campaign Officer, Gayle Kinkead,
introduced the speakers of the day,
which included talks from the
descendants of both German and British
First World War conscientious
objectors.

In total over 50 descendants of
Conscientious Objectors attended the
ceremony in Tavistock Square where their memory was honoured by the
laying of flowers at the commemoration stone.

The mistreatment of Conscientious Objectors is still a major issue around
the world with countries like Israel, Brazil and Greece relying on conscription
to fill the ranks of the armed services.

2014 will be a year to commemorate the war dead of the First World War.
As we remember those who sacrificed their lives on the battlefield, I hope
you will spare a thought for those who were beaten, insulted, locked up, and
threatened with execution when refusing to support carnage on the grounds
of conscience.
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Dunia Katembo is an Organiser for Perex-CV a peace
organisation working in Democratic Republic of Congo.
Working in the North Kivu Province of the Lubero area
PCV is currently running several peace building initiatives
in the area.

Perex focuses on the rehabilitation of ex-combatants
particularly looking at the economic integration of soldiers
that have been affected by war. Using local co-operatives
they’ve been able to ensure local soldiers have access to
credit, allowing them to build businesses for themselves.

Young people are often disproportionately affected by conflict and PCV’s
work involves targeting youth soldiers and inspiring them to use
entrepreneurship as a way out of poverty.  Using this method, PCV has now
helped over 150 ex-combatants.

Dunia is also a supporter of Women’s Rights in the Democratic Republic of
Congo and has worked with local groups to ensure women have a bigger
voice in politics.

Meet the Peacebuilders

conscience in the media
On Israeli conscientious objection laws -
huffingtonpost.co.uk/shaughan-dolan/israel-military-service_b_5606259.html

On ending sexual violence against women in conflict -
conflictandsecurity.com/blog/why-we-need-peacebuilding-to-end-sexual-violence-
against-women/

On Labour rediscovering peaceful internationalism -
http://www.youngfabians.org.uk/to_lay_the_demons_of_iraq_to_rest_labour_must_red
iscover_peaceful_internationalism

On why we need to talk about peacebuilding - http://www.libdemvoice.org/the-
independent-view-we-need-to-talk-about-peace-building-40695.html

On international conscientious objectors day -
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/shaughan-dolan/pacifism_b_5323263.html
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have you ever considered leaving
conscience a gift in your will?

Have you thought about
leaving conscience a gift in
your Will?

Gifts in wills, called legacies, are a
wonderful way to support the
right of conscience now and into
the future.  Leaving a gift in your
will is something everyone can do
in a way which suits your
particular circumstances.

After providing for your family
and friends, why not consider
whether you would like to leave
a gift, of any size, to conscience?

Support the future of conscientious objection

At conscience, we want to see the day when we can choose for our taxes to
be spent on peacebuilding, rather than killing.  We really hope to see that day.
And we want to be sure that there is a campaigning organization continuing the
struggle for the right not to pay for war.

You can be part of making that possible.

Leaving a gift in your will can make a lasting difference, since it costs nothing
now and can increase in real value over time.

Conscience exists because of supporters like you

Did you know that most of our income comes straight from our generous
supporters?  Although economic circumstances have been difficult over the last
few years, the reason we’re still here and still campaigning for the right not to
pay for war is because of every person who decides to support our work.
Even one legacy gift makes a tremendous difference in what we can do.
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Please call 020 3515 9132 or email
development@conscienceonline.org.uk,
or write to us at:

conscience TAXES FOR PEACE NOT WAR

FREEPOST LON18505
London
N19 5BR

Thank you for taking the time to
consider leaving conscience a gift
in your will.

“I am a Christian and advocate
non-violent solutions to global

problems. I believe that
peacebuilding should be front

and centre of UK foreign policy
and that conscience will
campaign to make that

happen.”

Patricia
conscience supporter, London

Get in Contact Today

How to leave a gift in your will

If you have a will already, you can replace your will with a new one, or add a
codicil to modify the existing one.  If you want to write a will for the first
time, it may be helpful to consult a
legal professional, although this
isn’t a legal requirement.

There are lots of sources of
information available about how to
write and amend your will.  We
recommend The Co-operative
Legal Services www.co-operative
.coop/legalservices and the UK
Government website
www.gov.uk/make-will as helpful
starting points.  You may also find
The Natural Death Centre
www.naturaldeath.org.uk a useful
resource about dying and funerals.

Please contact Claire Reddleman, Fundraising and Membership Officer, with
any questions about legacies, to let us know if you plan to make a bequest, or
to request further information.
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It’s both difficult and problematic to track
the beginning of a conflict. The roots of war
start at many different points: pre-existing
tension, disputes over oil and resources,
and at times some things as basic as a
culture of violence can allow a conflict to
manifest.

More often than not, as a conflict rolls into
its first stages of development, the leaders
of each party echo with the fears and concerns of their citizens.

This mentality is detrimental in reaching a solution because it allows the
people in power to put pride and patriotism behind peacebuilding reform
and conflict resolution. This notion of jingoism getting in the way of change is
especially relevant in regards to the current Syrian crisis. It’s thought that
this abhorrent crisis could have been avoided if the international players such
as Russia, China and the USA had kept their humanity and dealt with Syria
with a focus on non-military peacebuilding.

Instead, it was dealt with like a game of Risk, with the lives of Syrians being
used as pawns as the media propagated fear mongering. As the Syrian
elections are currently under way it’s important to understand how Syrian
‘democracy’ has been tampered with. At the beginning, Syrians were not
aching for the ejection of Al-Assad, but after years of neglect they lost
patience.

Corruption took hold and morphed the needs of Syrians to demand more of
a voice in their government eventually allowing the violent crisis that we are
aware of today to develop.

Democracy could take decades, but as long as Syrians remain passionate,
engaged, and above all- collectively dedicated, democracy will be a reality in
Syria.

Syria - the middle east’s
most avoidable conflict?
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Syria’s future is in the hands of a war criminal, whose power has been
bestowed upon him by his oligarch father, and this power has found
continual progression with the help of foul, unsupervised, and inevitably
undemocratic elections. Syria’s descent into civil war despite mass support
for democracy has many open ends.

It could be the wounds Syria has yet to heal from past attempted coups in
the ‘40s which has resulted in mass government spying against their people.
Following the structure of other democratic states Syria has certain key
pillars missing, most importantly its lack of a grounded middle class.

Reforms that Middle Eastern citizens had confidence would flourish, have
tragically failed. All policy reforms that would incite global exporting
investments rooted in free trade, or basic female humanitarian rights have
been squashed whilst the power still remains in the hands of a few
extraordinarily rich men. These men ubiquitously have demonstrated that
their priorities will always lie with the security of their Swiss bank accounts,
not with the security of their people.

Syria is at a standstill. The opposition is only growing more radical, and the
international community has wholly, and indeed rightfully, decided that
military intervention would only create more chaos. For Syria to find its
place as a democratic country, peacebuilding is going to have to happen
from the inside out.

Unlike reform in India, Syria lacks a sacred Gandhi-esque figure or a Malala
Yousafzai who has volunteered herself to be the poster child for non-violent
resistance. Citizens of the Middle East have voiced that they are thankful for

the Arab Spring, as it has given them
organized hope with worldwide clamour
and recognition.

 Was written by Clara Pluton for
our Peace building blog @ conscience
online.org.uk/peace-building-blog

If you’d like to contribute get in touch email
us at Campaign@conscienceonline.org.uk



conscience could not function without the help of its volunteers whose
help is vital to the success of the campaign.

There are a range of volunteering possibilities at conscience including:

Volunteering programme at our North London office
As part of our volunteering programme you could be involved in
campaigning, fundraising, political lobbying, membership and general
support.

Executive Committee membership
Our Executive Committee meets four times a year to make decisions on
matters such as policy, strategy and finance.

Ad hoc help
There are certain times during the year when the office needs additional
help with mailings and other activities. Add your name to our volunteer
list and help the campaign for half a day a few times a year!

If you are interested in any of our volunteering opportunities please
contact us at info@conscienceonline.org.uk or call 020 3515 9132

volunteer for conscience

conscience, 1b Waterlow Road, London. N19 5NJ
tel: +44 (0) 20 3515 9132
email: info@conscienceonline.org.uk
web: www.conscienceonline.org.uk - web: www.peacepays.org.uk

conscience TAXES FOR PEACE NOT WAR works for a world where taxes are used to
nurture peace, not pay for war.


