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A very exciting year for

With not long to go before ’s first Taxes for Peace Bill in 17 years is tabled,
there’s an undeniable
excitement buzzing around
the  campaign.

In the last six months,
 has attended the

Labour Party Conference
(its first party conference
since 2003), gained national
press coverage, been on the
radio, had weekly requests
for talks about the campaign,
and been into Parliament on
almost a weekly basis.

 has submitted an Early Day Motion (EDM - a Parliamentary petition) which
currently has 24 signatures, and has seen a new Parliament come in which, with the
growth of the SNP, has given great hope
that the concept of conscientious
objection to military tax will be carried
forward and grow. also
launched the Taxes for Peace Bill in
Parliament, potentially the biggest event
of our small campaign’s life.

And on top of all that, we’ve had people
writing in daily with inspiring statements
about why the Government is
restricting their freedom of conscience
by taking their military contribution for
granted.

In this, the last newsletter before the Taxes for Peace Bill is read in Parliament, we’ll be
telling you exactly how to help make the Bill as big a success as possible, enabling the
concept of conscientious objection to stay alive in this Parliament, future Parliaments, and
long into the next century.

War Tax Resister Robin Brookes speaking at the
Parliamentary launch of the Taxes For Peace Bill

Campaigns manager Shaughan Dolan speaking at the
Political Studies Association's annual youth conference



Jane Dawson, representing
Quakers In Britain

It was on this day that  launched
the Taxes for Peace Bill in Parliament,
sending a powerful message that the right of
conscientious objection needs to be
extended in the UK. This was discussed by
Jane Dawson on the night, who stated with
confidence that:

On the theme of WW1
commemoration, we heard
from Liz Saville Roberts MP
about why it is so important to
mark the 1916 conscience
clause as, in doing so, “…we
are reclaiming the stories
history has decided aren't the
ones we want to display"

Liz Saville Roberts MP, Plaid Cymru

 launches the #PeaceTaxBill and
commemorates #100YearsOfConscience in Parliament

Peace, taxes, conscientious objection, human rights, forgotten history,
development, diplomacy, peacebuilding – none of these topics were left
            untouched by our six speakers.

March 2nd, 2016 marked 100 years since all unmarried men aged 18-41 were
deemed to have enlisted in the British Army as a consequence of the Military
Service Act, 1916, which simultaneously introduced compulsory military
service and the legal right to conscientious objection in Britain for the first
time.



Ruth Cadbury MP with Jane Dawson

Ruth Cadbury MP, the
sponsor of the Taxes for
Peace Bill, drew our
attention to Britain’s
nuclear weapons system.
Trident is specifically
designed to end human
life on massive scale and
destabilise our fragile
environment, it has no place in any country which values its humanity. It's a
waste of our labourers' talent, who could be building the next generation of
homes, and a waste of the ingenuity of our engineers who should be building
the next generation of renewable energy production.

By discussing Trident, Ruth Cadbury
highlighted the fact that the progress of
individual rights in regards to warfare
has been accompanied by a regression
to ever more powerful and inhumane
methods of destruction, from incendiary
weapons to the threat of nuclear
destruction. We do not have the
individual freedom of voluntary consent
to this – as technological warfare is paid
for with our taxes.

Sir Richard Jolly, a leading development
economist and former Assistant
Secretary-General of the UN, finished
the evening by imagining a demilitarised
world. He spoke of his work promoting
'Human Security' and non-violent

conflict resolution at the United Nations, and
of the shockingly small amount our government spends on ‘soft power’, such
as cultural influence.

By allowing individuals to invest in peace, the Taxes for Peace Bill would lay
more emphasis on development, diplomacy and non-violent conflict prevention
work – more economic, effective and just forms of national security.



Robin Brookes, a peace
campaigner and war tax resister
also spoke at the event. He told
the audience about his
experiences of tax resistance, and
of seeking a judicial review of the
definition of CO status. He spoke
of his journey to withholding tax,
of thinking "What is the point of
protesting if I keep paying into the
war machine?"

Many driven to this conclusion are
faced with keeping income below the tax threshold, or illegally withholding and
so facing fines, bankruptcy and imprisonment. Today, those who object to
funding the war machine are dismissed as disloyal cranks - The Taxes for Peace
Bill would mean our government actually recognised conscientious objectors to
military taxation in this country.

Together, all of our speakers demonstrated why the centenary this year is not
simply an occasion to celebrate Britain’s leading role in the democratisation of
war, or to commemorate the sacrifices men and women made for our freedom
of conscience. Whilst commemorating WW1 COs and remembering history’s
forgotten men and women, the Taxes for Peace Bill recognises the need to
bring conscientious objection up to date in this country, as warfare is still taking
place in our name, with our money.

Robin Brookes, member of  and the
Peace Tax Seven

100 years on, as Ruth Cadbury concluded,
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Another exciting thread running through the
launch, illustrated by our speakers who
represented cross party support, is that the
concept of conscientious objection to
military tax is being carried on into a new
generation of Parliamentarians.

Last September’s Labour leadership contest
was a time of hope for many, as we heard
the words “humanity”, “equality”, “peace”,
and “democracy” used by the new leader of
the second-biggest party in Parliament in his
acceptance speech.

It was an anxious period, however, for
’s Taxes for Peace Bill. Our

organisation has enjoyed the long-standing support of Jeremy Corbyn over the years,
and John McDonnell, now his shadow chancellor, was sponsoring our Taxes for
Peace Bill.

Unfortunately, the elevation of such peace and justice campaigners to new heights
left our Bill without a sponsor.

In the preceding weeks, nervousness continued as we saw long-time
supporters join the Shadow Cabinet, a position which formally prevents them from
supporting back-bench bills such as ours.

Parliamentary Support
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The 'Write to Them' website will locate the address of your MP, simply enter your
postcode and fill in the contact form.

Our website, Conscience Online, has a template letter to send to your MP.
It's always more effective in your own words - but if you need inspiration please head
to our website, www.conscienceonline.org.uk, for the template.

It’s important for us to know which MPs have been lobbied so that we can best
manage our campaign strategy.

A letter of support has been received very recently from the Shadow Attorney
General, Karl Turner MP, in response to a member.

Momentum began to build again when, back in December, Ruth Cadbury MP
came on board and took on the Bill from John McDonnell.

This year, anxieties have calmed and
excitement grown as members of
Parliament for the SNP, Scotland’s
progressive nationalist party, have
begun to show their support for the
right of conscientious objection to
military tax.

This is no better illustrated than a
comparison between two EDMs

submitted in the run up to the Bill.
Our original EDM,  ‘Income Tax and Military Activity’ gained only 10 signatures.
Our new EDM, ‘Centenary of Military Service Act 1916 and conscientious
objectors’ currently has 24 signatures, the majority from SNP MPs. This EDM is
still live, and has the potential to gain more support in the run up to the Bill…

Ruth Cadbury MP with the team



The Future of Conscientious Objection

100 years ago the world was a very different place: average life expectancy
was 52, average UK wage was £400, and the total population of Las Vegas,
Nevada, was 30. Our most effective planning came with the acceptance
that the world was going change.

In 1916, The Military Service Act placed the burden of conscription on
almost all working age men. It was the ultimate expression of state power
- taking people away from their homes, their jobs, and their families, and
moving them to fight people they had never met, for reasons they barely
understood.

Quaker MPs and others quickly realised what this meant - if we were all to
be conscripted into the war machine then the future would be grim for
peace and individual human rights.

And so the ‘conscience clause' in the 1916 Military Service Act became a
reality - future proofing abuses of state power, laying the groundwork for
the wider peace movement and the abolition of national service.



But the conscience clause has not aged well - just as we no longer earn £400
and Las Vegas has a population of 600,000, the UK no longer fight wars with
conscripted armies.

The new warfare is one of science, technology and money. Project Thor, a
satellite defence system researched in the United States, would enable
tungsten rods to hit any place on the earth with the impact of a low yield
nuclear weapon. Bought and paid for with your taxes, without your consent.

This terrifying weapon is made possible by 21st century conscription, we
believe it can be undone by 21st century conscientious objection.

The Taxes for Peace Bill comes at a critical time as the state of warfare
begins to change. Already, we are seeing the cold, hard mechanisation of
warfare from the air in the form of Unmanned Arial Vehicles - Drones to the
rest of us - as a troubling trend towards making war as 'cost effective' as
possible.

There will come a time when UK's human involvement in conflict will be
minimal, but our financial commitment to the technology of warfare will be
enormous.

We will all be conscripted into funding vast mechanised armies that have an
even greater capacity for violence and destruction than any conscript army
could achieve.

Our physical removal from warfare does not remove our responsibility for it.
Right now our military taxes already inflict untold misery and violence upon
the world. This will only increase as mechanised warfare becomes the norm.
That is what makes the Taxes for Peace Bill so urgent, and so necessary.

Luckily, just as the conscience clause sought to limit state power in the name
of peace, human rights and conscience, it falls to our generation to declare
now: this is not the future that we want.



Hundreds have been registering as
conscientious objectors to military
tax in support of the Taxes For
Peace Bill.

Every day people are writing in
stating why they fundamentally
object to the government
conscripting their taxes to war and
preparation for war.

Register of
Conscientious Objectors

If you haven’t done so already,

 by either completing the

enclosed form and posting it into

the office, or registering online at

www.conscienceonline.org.uk

If you’ve already received and

completed the paper copy - get a

friend to fill one in!



Statements Then and Now

WW1 statements found at The
National Archives:
MH 47/24/69, MH/47/10/1,
MH 47/8/31

“I absolutely refuse to have anything to do with any agency for
destroying human life. I have for years been strongly opposed to
capital punishment, as this to me, is only adding one crime to
another.”       Edmund Ford, WW1 CO

“…it would be a violation of my deepest conscientious convictions to become
part of and willingly assist in any way, an organisation the purpose of which is
the slaughter of human beings, however much I may desire the ends it is hoped
to attain by any such means and in spite of an extreme objection to acting
counter to any laws passed by constituted authority.”
               George Beaves WW1 CO

“The problem is that I am involved, whether I like it
or not, because, as a taxpayer, a proportion of my
tax payments contribute to preparations for
warfare.”           Nick, Sheffield

“I do not want my hard earned money paying for any bullet, bomb or shell
to kill and maim my fellow human, or any other species for that matter,
and not forgetting our earth, which has been devastated by the behaviour
of warring factions.”            Theresa, West Midlands

“In an age when the effects of mere “conventional” weapons
would beggar the belief of previous generations, I, as a British
taxpayer, have grave misgivings about how a proportion of
my tax is spent on military activities and heinous weapons
systems.”             Joe, Peace Tax Seven

“I firmly believe that I would be disobeying the will of God by enlisting or
helping in the war, and am fully prepared to undergo any penalty rather than
violate my conscience.”           William Scott WW1 CO



 could not function without the help of its volunteers whose help
is vital to the success of the campaign.

There are a range of volunteering possibilities at  including:

As part of our volunteering programme you could be involved in
campaigning, fundraising, political lobbying, membership and general
support.

Our Executive Committee meets four times a year to make decisions on
matters such as policy, strategy and finance.

There are certain times during the year when the office needs additional
help with mailings and other activities. Add your name to our volunteer list
and help the campaign for half a day a few times a year!

If you are interested in any of our volunteering opportunities please
contact us at campaign@conscienceonline.org.uk or call 020 3515 9132

Volunteer for

, 1b Waterlow Road, London, N19 5NJ tel:
+44 (0) 20 3515 9132
email: campaign@conscienceonline.org.uk
web: www.conscienceonline.org.uk

TAXES FOR PEACE NOT WAR works for a world where taxes are used
to nurture peace, not pay for war.


