
conscience
update

Spring 2018
Issue 153

Conscience Meets

The Minister for Peace



Building Our Movement

 Thanks to your support
Conscience is taking on new staff
for the first time in years. This
means that Conscience will be
reaching out to build local groups
across the United Kingdom. The
Peace movement has faced many
challenges in the last few years -
including the election of an
unstable and belligerent President
to the Whitehouse and a Brexit
that is symptomatic of a wider
global shift towards nations turning
away from the world.

But every action triggers a reaction. Firstly, this year will likely see the largest
protests in modern history against the state visit of Donald Trump. The
peace movement should embrace this - America has long been the largest
military spender in the world spending $600 billion every year on military
activity - which now makes up over 60% of all discretionary government
spending in the US. Conscience will be standing alongside the protestors
promoting a worldview in which development and diplomacy -not military
aggression - should be the hallmarks of American foreign policy.

Secondly, we’ve also seen steps at the United Nations, led by the
International Campaign Against Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) in putting forward
the world’s first nuclear ban treaty. Shamefully Britain and the United States
boycotted the conference in which the treaty was endorsed by 122
countries. But still there remains hope. Jeremy Corbyn's shadow minister for
peace has said a Labour government would sign a global anti-nuclear
weapons treaty that would effectively confine the Royal Navy's Trident
submarines to port. Clearly the treaty is starting a much needed
conversation about Britain's nuclear arsenal.

Volunteer Heather Robinson staffs a stall at
our ‘aid not arms’ event



Conscience is also leading the
peace agenda here in Britain.
We’ve recently commissioned an
academic from the University of
Warwick to look at how a
Minister for Peace would work
in government, what the
challenges are and what the
priorities would be. We will be
launching this report in
Parliament with the full backing of
Fabian Hamilton MP so helping
shape the priorities of a future Labour Government.

Conscience has seen increased membership and support across the country
in the past year - many people being inspired by our bold attempt to restore
the genuine meaning of the act of conscientious objection to UK tax payers.
This has enabled us to grow our team and move our campaign to the next
stage.

To truly change the political landscape of the UK we will need to build a
movement for change all across the United Kingdom. Step forward Sweta
Choudhury our new Local Groups Development Officer. Sweta has been
charged with moving the campaign into a community near you.

Real change will only only come from the bottom up - that’s why we need
you to get involved, from lobbying your MPs to organising local events in
your area.  If military intervention were a guarantor of long term peace and
security then the safest places on earth would be Iraq, Syria and the Gaza
Strip. In a world where that’s not true we need to have an honest
conversation about what works. Your local group can be a fantastic
opportunity to make sure that happens. The last year has seen a re-
emergence of one of the most precious commodities: hope. With that, and
with you, we can change the world.

Conscience will be a more outward facing, campaigning organisation that
will be based in communities like yours - don’t just believe in change, but be
a part of it. Now has never been a better time to help shape the
Conscience campaign. Why not get involved today?

Conscience attended a Syria Protest



Campaign Update

It was a packed house in the Vauxhall
Tea House Theatre, on the cold night of
November 28th, 2017. We sat down
with the Shadow Minister for Peace &
Disarmament, Mr Fabian Hamilton, MP
for Leeds North East, for a cup of tea
and a chat.

Conscience’s first question for Fabian
was, ‘what do you think are currently the
biggest challenges in foreign policy?’ Fabian’s answer was also fairly simple –
Syria, Yemen, The Democratic Republic of Congo, and South Sudan, are all
trapped in their own respective cycles of perpetual violence, conflict, and
the resultant poverty. He is also concerned about Iran’s attempts to export
their fundamentalist religious revolution.

But what would be different from the development, diplomacy, and peace-
building that the UK already engages in? Fabian suggested that a
demilitarised approach that focused on the causes of conflict, rather than its
effects, would be the main difference. He also said that we need to pay
much more attention to the proliferation of small arms.

Conscience campaign manager Shaughan asked Fabian how he feels the UK
can constructively move down the nuclear ladder, and how we can
encourage other states to do so. Defence diversification was the key
element of Fabian’s answer. He said we must work, in concert with trade
unions, to enable the skills and knowledge of our current arms exporters’
employees to be transferred to more constructive work, rather than
weapons designed to destroy.

Conscience meets
the Minister for Peace

Fabian Hamilton MP talks
foreign policy with Conscience



The example was given of heads-up displays, currently used by fighter pilots,
being transferred to cars and public roads. If we start now with a Shadow
Defence Diversification Agency, by the time of the 2022 election they will be
ready to hit the ground running.

Conscience’s last question for Fabian was, ‘why does London host DSEI, the
largest arms fair in the world?’ He hopes that any future Labour government
would tell the organisers to take their death merchants elsewhere. He said,
very firmly, that Britain cannot hold its place in the world, post-Brexit, via
arms sales.

At the end of the evening, Fabian reminded us that we can use the time
between now and the next election to create the prerequisites for a Ministry
of Peace & Disarmament. We simply must use our foreign aid budget for
development – we must not fall into the trap of aid for trade. We can use our
armed forces for peaceful purposes – just look at the response the army
mounted to tackle the Ebola outbreak in West Africa. Britain can lead by
example, we can use our history, our culture, our language, to be a force for
global peace.

Thank you again to all those who attended – we are aware it was VERY cold –
to Fabian Hamilton MP, and to the Vauxhall Tea House Theatre for the venue
and a lovely cuppa to warm us up.

Minister for Peace Report Begins

Conscience has started work on a Minister
for Peace Report – the first report in the UK
to comprehensively investigate what the role
of a Minister for Peace should do as a position
in Government. We’ve been able to
commission an academic from the University
of Warwick.

Dr Tim Street has conducted interviews with
leading members of NGOs, Campaign
Groups and MPs to put together a
meticulously researched paper that will be
launched in Parliament later this year.
government and set a bold agenda for the
Minister once it becomes a government post.

Dr Tim Street is working on
Conscience’s flagship report



Fabian Hamilton MP will join us in launching report  in July - it is the hoped
that the Conscience Campaign can influence how this position is utilised in
government and set a bold agenda for the Minister once it becomes a
government post.

Whilst the report is still being finalised, we’ve already been seeking support
in Parliament and we will be consulting widely with friends across the peace
movement to make sure the final report is supported by a diverse set of
voices supportive of the Minister for Peace.

Meet our new Local Groups Development Officer

Sweta Choudhury has joined the Conscience team to support the campaign
in creating new networks of support and get new activists centrally involved
in building the campaign in every area of the country. Sweta has a
remarkable background in peace work. She is a notable anti-war campaigner
and an officer at the Stop the War Coalition. She is also currently studying
for a PhD on anti-war politics at King’s College London.

Interesting fact: In addition to her extensive peace-building campaigning,
Sweta is an aspiring chef. You can see her contesting on the TV show
Masterchef 2018.

On joining Conscience Sweta said: ‘I am really
excited to be working with Conscience on
building local groups. The need to take action
for peace is now stronger than ever. Conflict
cannot survive without your participation, the
same applies to peace.'

2018 is set to be an exciting year for the
Conscience campaign - welcome to the team
Sweta! Let's make a difference together with
active local groups.

If you want to get involved and start a new
local group, please contact Sweta at
sweta@conscienceonline.org.uk to have a chat.

Sweta: “Peace needs
your participation”.



Conscience Lobbies Parliament Against the Bombing of
Syria

Conscience condemns the
likely chemical attacks on the
Syrian people in Douma.
After seven years of ongoing
war and military
interventions, the entire
country is in a shambles.
The conflict has left more
than 350,000 people dead in
Syria, half of the country is
displaced and millions have
become refugees.

However, any decision of the
British government to join Donald Trump and Emmanuel Macron to further
escalate military action in Syria will only lead to more deaths and prolong
and intensify the crisis.  It could also lead to increased political tensions
between the world superpowers who are playing proxy wars in the Middle
East for their own geopolitical interests. This is increasingly likely to lead to
another Cold War with all its uncertainty..

Conscience members went to Parliament to lobby MPs to discuss the issue
around the conflict. Our Campaign Manager met with his MP Gareth
Thomas to discuss why military approaches to resolving the conflict are
failing in Syria, and to suggest how diplomacy could play a much bigger role.
Bashar Al-Assad remains in post largely due to Russian support, and only by
displacing that support can we bring about a peaceful transition of power in
Syria.

We also raised that whilst we are quick to conscript tax payers into the
conflict against their will, we've been slow to take the lead in diplomacy,
instead ceding ground to the Kremlin and the United States. This has clearly
left a vacuum that has resulted in so much bloodshed". Conscience was
proud to represent its membership in Parliament and will continue to work
with MPs on issues that will prevent conscientious objectors to military
taxation into being dragged into yet another endless conflict.

Conscience met with MPs in the Westminster
Lobby with the Stop the Coalition and the

Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament



Aisha Dodwell gave her insight on the securitisation of aid. She is one of the
authors of “Diverting aid and undermining human rights”, a report criticising
the Conflict, Stability and Security Fund (CSSF) which was published by
Global Justice Now, last year. Aisha introduced the background and the
context of the CSSF . ‘An important part of aid spending in recent
decades has been seen as aid should be distinct from national
interests. In particular, you can now spend aid on countering violent
extremism or training for partner militaries.’ When did aid become a
tool of supporting military objectives?

In 2016, the UK Conservative aid strategy explicitly stated that the
Department of International Development plans to focus its spending more
on national interests and increase its spending on conflict states. All of this is
part of, what we can call the ‘securitisation agenda’. And it is very much in
line with aid being spent on what the UK considers its own overseas
interests. This could be a huge problem for the primary purpose of aid.

Ann Feltham from Campaign Against Arms Trade (CAAT) covered two
different topics about arms, arms exports promotion and subsidies that go
into it from UK tax payers. Now you have so-called British companies such as
BAE systems which have most of its land services (its tanks and armoured
vehicles) produced in the US - British taxpayers funding US industry.

On the 26th of April, Conscience
held ‘Aid Not Arms’ a discussion
evening on the securitisation of
aid. Our keynote speakers were
Aisha Dodwell (Global Justice
Now), Ann Feltham (Campaign
Against the Arms Trade) , Dr Rim
Turkmani (Syrian Women's
Representative United Nations)
and Elliot Murphy (UCL academic and political journalist) . The discussion
was on the need for international aid to focus on preventing human rights
abuses, supporting international development and eradicating poverty.
Increasingly aid has been shifting away from this aim concentrating more and
more towards the goal of ‘security’.

Aid Not Arms



Since 1966, there has been a UK government arms exports agency. It’s now
the Defence and Security Organisation and it is located with the department
of international trade. It has120 civil servants whose sole job is to promote the
overseas sale of military and security equipment. They work on behalf of
these private global arms companies but they are paid for by the UK
taxpayers. Ann concluded that with the right support there could be a
diversification towards more peaceful and constructive applications of the
skills base in the UK arms industry.

Elliot Murphy spoke about how the arms trade justifies its actions to the
public. Public bodies like museums and universities fund and are connected to
the arms trade. The defence industry has managed to remain clear of the
headlines through lending itself this kind of credibility. This has been achieved
principally through a careful integration into public institutions such as
museums and universities via sponsorships, reset programmes and graduate
schemes offering tax assistance. After the 2016 Brexit vote senior ministers
announced their intentions to increase the value of arms to remain
competitive. Is the cost of Brexit selling out to the arms manufacturers?

Rim Turkmani addressed a variety of issues regarding aid in Syria. How can
we ensure that aid doesn’t create more violence? She stated that is very likely
to fall into the ‘violence trap’ and funds can easily go to militias. Most UK and
European western aid contributions to Syria are political, and supporting
efforts to protect and maintain control of the opposition controlled areas.
Western countries send aid for humanitarian support, but there is little
support for good governance - the bedrock of effective aid administration.

Conscience will continue to protect aid as means of resolving and preventing
conflict. We are already campaigning within Parliament to fight the
securitisation of aid. We’ve alr eady
seen aid-for-trade agenda, coupled
with Priti Patel, a DfiD Minister.
offering aid to support military
occupation in the Golan Heights.
Conscience will keep pushing for
aid, not arms as an ethical, effective
and more economic means of
maintaining our national security.



Defence DiversificationDefence Diversification
How do we build a less violent world? By investing in peace

Whenever the peace
movement suggests that
the UK should disarm, one
of the loudest arguments
against is the concern over
jobs in the arms industry.
Despite this being a
morally dubious argument
(it seems morally
questionable to pit the job
of someone who
lives in a society with at least some financial safety nets against the lives of
children in Yemen), it is a claim that stakes clear battleground divisions. The
peace movement can be dismissed as idealistic and out of touch, whereas
those who profit most from weapons manufacturing can be seen to care
about the working classes.

But does this argument carry any weight? Although the global arms industry
has managed to maintain its size over recent years, the UK market has
considerably weakened. Other countries have decided they want a piece of
the action too, so the market of exporters is over saturated. This means
more and more countries are vying for fewer and fewer contracts, usually
in the Middle East, which accounts for 55% of the UK arms trade. For the
UK arms market to remain competitive, more jobs will have to be cut or
the UK will have to become significantly less scrupulous when selecting a
buyer. Neither of these options fit into the freedom and job protecting
image pushed out by companies like BAE systems.

We only have one alternative, begin diversifying the arms trade. This can
take many forms, but perhaps the easiest way and the way most supported
by other organisations like CAAT is diversification through the green
economy.



If the UK wishes to have an
industry whose sole focus is safety
and security, it is time they realise
that it is in climate change
technology, not military spending.
There is a moral imperative to
stop the rising tide of global
warming and it is time the
government paid attention. But
this is also a practical solution.
There is a huge shortfall in STEM
graduates so the green economy
would definitely be boosted by
specialised science and technology
workers from the arms industry,
with both industries having a very
similar skill set.

The green economy is only one path for the future of the UK’s arms trade,
and with the help of trade unions, we should see new and exciting
opportunities arise for those trapped in an industry of death. Conscience
will always be happy to see the Government spending money on the
reduction of war, rather than the inevitable bailouts and subsidies that
would fall onto the collapsing industry.

At its September 2017 Trades Union Congress (TUC), the TUC passed a
motion calling for a shadow Defence Diversification Agency to be set up.
Newcastle TUC which drove the motion through the Northern Area TUC
and the National Trades Councils Congress, before being selected for
debate at the national TUC. Crucially, it received backing from one of
largest trade unions Unite.

This indicates that Defence Diversification - may have a future, for where
there is support among trade unions, the Labour Party can usually be
persuaded to follow. Should Conscience be looking towards working
with trade unions to develop this change? Perhaps a Minister for Peace
might be best placed to make this case - and we can finally work towards
building an economy built on meeting real human needs.



conscience could not function without the help of its volunteers whose help is
vital to the success of the campaign.

There are a range of volunteering possibilities at conscience including:

Help in our North London Office
As part of our volunteering programme you could be involved in
campaigning, fundraising, political lobbying, membership and general
support. We are currently in need of regular office admin assistance.

Executive Committee membership
Our Executive Committee meets four times a year to make decisions on matters
such as policy, strategy and finance. We are also currently in need of a volunteer
pensions specialist and volunteer pensions fund trustee(s) with Pensions
Regulator experience.

Ad hoc help
There are certain times during the year when the office needs additional help
with mailings and other activities. Add your name to our volunteer list and help
the campaign for half a day a few times a year!

If you are interested in any of our volunteering opportunities please contact
us at campaign@conscienceonline.org.uk or call 020 3515 9132

Volunteer for conscience

conscience, 17 North Square, Golders Green
London, NW11 7AD tel: +44 (0) 20 3515 9132
email: campaign@conscienceonline.org.uk
web: www.conscienceonline.org.uk

conscience TAXES FOR PEACE NOT WAR works for a world where taxes are used to
nurture peace, not pay for war.


