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How are our projects doing? 

Conscience has had a busy year where we met political leaders, secured 
support for our projects and held inspiring events in central London, 
promoted peace and pushed for the full rights of conscientious objectors 
to be recognised.
 
Together, this is what we have 
achieved:

• Parliamentary launch of our 
flagship Minister for Peace report

• Local Groups Development 
work: a fascinating progress 

• Conscience’s presence in Party 
conferences

• Big events such as the 
Conscientious Objectors Day in 
May and Alternative Remembrance Day in November

Conscience will continue to campaign to make sure the UK government 
prioritises peacebuilding as a response to conflict.

Minister for peace report and its progress

Following the well-received launch of the Minister for Peace and 
Disarmament (MPD) report in Parliament last July, there have been 
several notable developments over recent months. Conscience had a 
strong presence at the Labour party conference in Liverpool, Green party 
conference in Bristol and Scottish National Party conference in Glasgow. 
Many of the delegates Conscience spoke to at these conferences were 
hearing about the MPD idea for the first time and were keen to stay in 
touch with the campaign.

Our action plan 



Dr Tim Street, author of the MPD report, spoke at fringe meetings at the 
Labour and SNP conferences. The former event included contributions from 
Labour MPs Fabian Hamilton, who is the Shadow Minister for Peace and 
Disarmament, and Chris Williamson. In Glasgow, speakers included Douglas 
Chapman MP, who is the SNP’s newly appointed shadow spokesperson for 
Peace and Nuclear Disarmament. Also participating were peace activist Linda 
Pearson, Conscience representative Anne McCullagh-D’Lyske and Sweta 
Choudhury, Conscience’s Local Groups Development Officer. Dr Street also 
spoke about the MPD report in October with a local Amnesty International 
group based in Warwick.

The meetings discussed key findings of Conscience’s report on the Labour Party’s 
proposed MPD. For example, Dr Street highlighted issues the MPD will cover if 
established in government, including: nuclear disarmament, arms export controls, 
defence diversification, the UK’s relationship with NATO, conflict prevention and 
peacebuilding. He also spoke about the need for public discussion on whether 
the MPD concept would support the implementation of an ethical foreign policy, 
how the MPD might best work with other 
government departments and the need for a 
cross-party discussion on these questions. 

Conscience has also been convening meetings 
with a range of civil society groups involved 
in peace, social justice, the arms trade and 
disarmament to discuss ideas relating to the 
MPD.

A central focus of these meetings has 
been Labour’s ‘peace doctrine’, which 
Fabian Hamilton intends to inform his 
role and direct the Labour party ’s overall 
approach to international policy. Mr 
Hamilton has said the peace doctrine will 
be published in the next few months, so 
watch this space for updates and further 
information. In addition, Conscience will 
soon be launching a new website dedicated to the MPD project, including 
news and resources covering UK and international politics.

Fabian Hamilton talks at our 
fringe meeting in Liverpool



If you’d like to find out more about the MPD project or invite Conscience 
to speak at an event near you or with your group, email Dr Tim Street at 
timstreet@conscienceonline.org.uk. For information and resources on the 
MPD project, visit: www.conscienceonline.org.uk/minister-for-peace-and-
disarmament/.

 Local Groups Development work: a success story 
This year has been a very exciting and productive period for Conscience. 
Earlier this year, Conscience appointed anti-war activist and PhD student 
Sweta Choudhury as the Local Groups Development Officer (LGDO) to help 
members start local Conscience groups to intensify our campaigning work 
and make sure we have permanent anti-war groups in every town, city and 
university. 

During the summer, the LGDO 
attended various political party 
and trade union conferences in-
cluding the Labour Party, Green 
Party, SNP, UNITE and UNISON 
conferences. The Labour Party 
conference was by far the largest 
of them all and it was the first time 
Conscience attended a Labour 
conference. 

The response to the campaign 
was electric and the LGDO es-
tablished solid links with various 
MPs, activists and organisations. The LGDO also organized successful fringe 
meetings titled ‘The future of Peace and Disarmament’ at the Labour and 
SNP conferences with Fabian Hamilton, Labour’s shadow Minister for Peace 
and Disarmament and SNP MP and spokesperson for Defence Procurement 
Douglas Chapman. As a result of our hard work, our first local group was set 
up in Scotland led by Conscience board member and veteran anti-war activist 
Anne McCullagh-D’Lyske. 

Several key trade unions l inks were also established during trade un-
ion conferences and we hope to get a good number of trade union 

Our stall at the Labour Party Conference in 
Liverpool 2018



branches to affiliate with us by next year. This will enable us to work with 
trade unions on defence diversification and also strengthen our political ties with 
them. The LGDO has planned several public meetings across the country in 
the run up to CO day in 2019, including ones in Leeds, Derby, Norwich, Ed-
inburgh, Bradford, Bristol and Devon. These meetings entitled ‘Conscientious 
objection in the new age of militarism’ will address and discuss a wide range of 
issues including the history of conscientious objection, military spending, de-
fence policies, defence diversification, etc. 

Conscience hopes that they will help spread awareness about these issues 
to the wider public, ensure our anti-war arguments are heard and encour-
age supporters to start local groups and local campaigning activities on our 
behalf. We are also stepping up our campaign to try and pass the Peace Tax 
bill in Parliament once again. 

Initially, we are asking you to do five things: 
• Volunteer to set up a local group 
• Organise street stalls and petition-
ing. You can download the petition from 
our website. 
•  Get your CLP or other political organisa-
tion, community group or trade union branch, 
etc. to support our resolutions, which can also 
be found on our website 
•  Organise a meeting/fundraiser in 
your area 
•  Lobby your MP 

So if you are interested in getting engaged with any of the above-men-
tioned local campaigning activities, please get in touch with Sweta at 
sweta@conscienceonline.org.uk. We can provide you with all the help 
and guidance you need to start your campaign locally.

Together we can break the vicious cycle of war and make this world a 
better, fairer and more peaceful place to live.



What are we doing in Scotland?
Following the 8th  of October public meeting in Glasgow, the Edin-
burgh local group of Conscience is now firmly established with amongst 
others, two new very dedicated 
and committed new recruits - 
Brian Rutherford and Eva Gallova. 
 
Our inaugural Edinburgh meet-
ing took place on Wednes-
day 31st October at the most 
supportive Edinburgh Peace 
and Justice Centre. We man-
aged to work our way through 
a 26-point agenda and wish-list 
during the two-hour meeting! 
Watch out Edinburgh! Watch 
out Scotland! Watch this space!  
 
We hope to offer a positive contribution to the Peace Movement in 
Scotland and have already supported the new anti-war and me-
morial to COs sculpture- initiative with a donation of £100.00.  
 
Our group’s first trip out entailed a recce of the Peace Camp at Fa-
slane, where Conscience Edinburgh also offered the courageous protes-
tors there a donation of £100.00 to help see them through the oncoming bit-
ter winter months of what is bound to be increased misery and privation.  
 
We walked just to the gates of the nuclear base with our peace placards - fol-
lowed assiduously by “concerned” police officers. We refrained from giving 
them our names when asked, but I’m sure the car registration was duly noted!  
 
We COs and pacifists - such a danger to society - whereas workers 
and supporters of that evil abomination lying in the loch were waved 
through and allowed to pass freely. “It is dangerous to be right when 
those in power are wrong”.~Voltaire
 
On November 20th, Conscience Edinburgh provided a stall at a benefit per-
formance for the sculpture initiative of Michael  Mears’s wonderful “This 

Evil Thing”. Many showed interest in our publications and we met some 

Thank you Brian Rutherford and Eva 
Gallova for your support in Edinsburgh.



very interesting and well-connected individuals, whom 
we will hopefully engage with successfully in the months to come.  

 
What is the outcome of Conscience’s presence at Party Confereces? 

By attending these conferences, we hope to interact with visitors and let 
them know what we are doing and finally achieve our big aim. We are cam-
paigning to create a world (starting from the UK) where taxes are used 
to build peace, NOT pay for war and we believe we came closer to that.

It is so heartening when people come to us and say that they support us 
and give us the chance to explain our campaign. More people than ever need 
the presence of the organisation to allow their voices to be heard. We want 
to have an impact on policy making and we believe we are getting there!

Some visitors talked about policies that, according to them, are impossi-
ble to change, but there was this general trend of positivity in interactions. For 
once, the number of people who came to the Conscience stall just to thank 
us really surprised me. Giving us motivation that there is hope and we need 
to continue campaign for a progressive increase in the amount of UK tax 
spent on peacebuilding and a mutual decrease in the amount spend on war.

I am very pleased for the visitors that joined our stall to discover our ef-
forts in peacebuilding at the Labour, Green and SNP Party Conferences 2018.
Thanks to you the hundreds of visitors exceeded all our expectations!
We are delighted to have such a lot of interests and inquiries for our latest activi-
ties. We can bring peace together!

some very interesting and well-connected individuals, whom we 
will hopefully engage with successfully in the months to come. 

Michael’s beautifully performed one-man play is an emotional and evoca-
tive commemorating the foresight and moral courage of the first WW1 Con-
scientious Objectors. It was accompanied by a witness from three descend-
ants of those brave individuals, so the evening was very poignant for me.  
 
The suffragettes of 100 years ago now enjoy their well-deserved en-
franchisement - but we COs are still waiting. We may not be obliged 
to physically fight but we are still wage slaves - obliged to pay through 
our taxes support for state-sponsored terrorism, murder and mayhem.  
 
But in an increasingly militarised culture, there is much to do to effect the sea 
change in public perspective that will be necessary before a Peace Tax initiative 
will be found to be not only acceptable but necessary and logical for peace and 
joy to be truly enjoyed by all. 
 
We hope to open local groups all over Scotland; if you feel able to support 
us in that ambition, particularly in our universities - do please contact us at 
ConscienceCo-OrdinatorScotland@conscienceonline.org.uk 

An update about our staff 
Good luck, Shaughan!

Shaughan Dolan, who was for four years our energetic and hard-working cam-
paigner and fundraiser, left at the end of September to take up a post with Entre-
preneurial Giving. During his time at Conscience, Shaughan initiated new activi-
ties and ways of doing things like the Peace Agenda, a series of almost monthly 
meetings on peace topics in London. Shaughan worked with enthusiasm on our 
efforts to bring the Taxes for Peace Bill before Parliament, persuading MPs to learn 
about the issues and give us their support. He also recruited several high-profile 
public figures to our cause, including Sir Mark Rylance.

In addition to his role as a campaigner, Shaughan was also responsible for fund-
raising. He made a success of crowdfunding for specific projects and managed to 
generate an income from the Peace Agenda and other meetings. 

We wish him well in his new post.



On the 11th of No-
vember, Conscience: 
Taxes for Peace not War, 
together with a network 
of other peace groups in 
the First World War Peace 
Forum*, activists, com-
munities and individuals 
were gathered in London 
to remember all victims 
of war, including civilians, 
soldiers and conscientious 
objectors. 

The ceremony took place 
in Tavistock Square in 
central London and in-
cluded contributions from 
actor and Conscience sup-
porter, Michael Mears. Michael read emotional words from the peace 
campaigner Clifford Allen which were spoken at the end of the First 
World War. Clifford Allen was chairman of the No Conscription Fellow-
ship before his imprisonment for refusing military service. He served 
three prison sentences including many weeks of solitary confinement 
on bread and water diets, at the end of which he was a frail and emaci-
ated thirty-year-old, who looked twice his age, weighed less than eight 
stone and was suffering from the onset of tuberculosis.

“We want to showcase the great work for peace that is being car-
ried out now across the country”, said Pat Gaffney. “While we protest 
against war and violence, we also work to build a more peaceful future, 
and this festival is about celebrating and encouraging that.

2 minutes silence was held followed by the laying 
of white poppy wreaths and other flowers, at the 
Conscientious Objectors Commemorative Stone.

An alternative
Remembrance Day 



The ceremony ended when 
we invited everyone to share 
words of commitment. Our rep-
resentative read the following: 
“We commit ourselves to peace 
and justice…to use our power to 
work for a different kind of world 
starting with ourselves…our 
families, our neighbourhoods, 
communities, country. We invite 
everyone to join us in this urgent 
task. 

The ceremony was followed by 
a peace festival held at Friends 
House in Euston; bringing together 
23 peace organisations, some of which are listed at the bottom of this page. 

The festival in-
cluded films, 
talks, craft ac-
tivities and stalls 
from a wide 
range of peace 
groups, as well 
as children’s ac-
tivities run by 
the Woodcraft 
Folk.

*The First World War Peace Forum has been organising peace-focused com-
memorations throughout the centenary of WWI, from 2014-2019. Its members 
are: Anglican Pacifist Fellowship, Conscience: Taxes for Peace Not War, Fellow-
ship of Reconciliation, Movement for the Abolition of War, Network for Peace, 
Pax Christi, Peace News, Peace Pledge Union, Quakers in Britain, Right to Re-
fuse to Kill Group, Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom.

Rona and Nikki staff our stall at the peace festival, Friends House. 
Thank you for your help!

Fay and Oliver read the commitments. 
For humanity’s sake our message is: No 
more war, Let’s make peace happen” 



Conscience was very excited to launch the report ‘Minister for Peace and 
Disarmament: An Assessment’ by Dr Tim Street in Parliament. Chaired by Ryvka 
Barnard, Head of Militarism and Security, War on Want, the event went very well, 
with excellent speakers and some very thoughtful questions from the audience.

Author and academic, Dr Tim Street, 
began by presenting to us what a 
Minister for Peace & Disarmament 
(MPD) would actually do, where 
the idea sprang from, and the 
possible pros and cons of creating 
an entirely new government post. 
The anti-war movement has a 
chance to finally make its voice 
heard within the cabinet, on issues 
ranging from nuclear disarmament 
to the arms trade to post-conflict 
reconstruction and economic 
justice. There is also a chance here 

for Britain to finally construct and implement an ethical foreign policy, 
something we have never seen before. 

Human rights, democracy and diplomacy could be placed, by the MPD, at the 
heart of UK foreign policy. Developed thinking and a shared understanding of 
what the MPD should entail is crucial to the success of the role. Conscience 
is already working with other peace groups and the Labour Party in order to 
influence the shape of the role and will continue to work with the MPD as it goes 
from idea to reality.

Fabian Hamilton MP echoed much of what Tim said, especially that without 
the support of the peace movement and public, the creation of an MPD would 
be impossible. Fabian has long been impassioned by international affairs, he 

is a long-standing, committed member of the Campaign for Nuclear 

Back in July...

Dr Tim Street speaks about the MPD 
report



Disarmament, one of the reasons he was asked to be Labour’s first MPD 
by Jeremy Corbyn in September 2016. In Fabian’s words, ‘to change the 
world and society you have to be an internationalist’. Edward Canfior Dumas, 
expert on conflict management, gave his insight on the topic representing our 
friends at Conciliation Resources. Dr Diana Francis was initially concerned that 
the MPD could delay real reform in both security and foreign policy. She was, 
however, encouraged by what she heard from both Tim and Fabian and of the 
opinion that, should we be offered the opportunity of an MPD, we should grab 
it. Diana spoke of the importance of conflict-prevention and peace-building. 
We must learn how to deal with conflict without resorting to violence.  

Read more on our website at www.conscienceonline.org.uk

Conscience: Taxes for Peace not War is looking for an experienced and well-
organised Office Co-ordinator to ensure the small Conscience office runs 
smoothly, enabling the organisation to campaign effectively. There may be scope 
to help with the Campaign’s activities, including public meetings, lobbying and 
publicity. Excellent time-management and the ability to manage their workload 
with minimal supervision, as well as attention to detail, good communication skills 
and familiarity with office software are essential. This is a part-time job of 16-24 
hours/week spread over four or five days. Salary £24,000 pro-rata. Please read the 
job description and person specification, which also gives details of how to apply, 
at http://www.conscienceonline.org.uk/vacancy/. Closing in December 2018. 



Volunteer for conscience
conscience could not function without the help of its volunteers whose input is vital 
to the success of the campaign. 

There is a range of volunteering possibilities at conscience including:

Help in our North London Offi  ce
As part of our volunteering programme, you could be involved in campaigning, fund-
raising, political lobbying, membership and general support. We are currently in need 
of regular office admin assistance. 

Executive Committee membership
Our Executive Committee meets four times a year to make decisions on matters such 
as policy, strategy and finance. We are also currently in need of someone with an un-
derstanding of pensions to ensure our staff pensions are managed correctly. We are 
also seeking a new honorary treasurer.

Ad hoc help
There are certain times during the year when the office needs additional help with 
mailings and other activities. Add your name to our volunteer list and help the cam-
paign for half a day a few times a year!

If you are interested in any of our volunteering opportunities please contact us at 
campaign@conscienceonline.org.uk or call at 020 3515 9132.

Conscience TAXES FOR PEACE NOT WAR works for a world where taxes are used 
to nurture peace, not pay for war.

Conscience, 17 North Square
Hampstead Garden Suburb
London
NW11 7AD
United Kingdom
www.conscienceonline.org.uk

taxesforpeacenotwar 

@taxesforpeace 

 taxesforpeace


