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After delivering peace tax returns, Worthing Against War demonstrate outside their 
Inland Revenue office against the war on Iraq.

How to avoid paying for war
off, so we have printed many thousands 
extra. If you receive an official reply to 
your PTR write back to them pressing 
the case for COs in the UK. 

Some campaigners delivered the 
PTR to Inland Revenue offices 
personally (see picture above) and we 
strongly encourage others to follow their 
example. Do whatever you can to get 
noticed and to raise awareness of the 
fact that we all pay for the war and 
violence we see on our TV screens. 
Not only is this a massive waste of life 
but it is vast sums of money down the 
drain that could and should be spent on 
promoting peace nonviolently.

If you want more copies of this 
year’s PTR get in touch. We are happy to 
supply multiple copies for use on stalls 
or as inserts in your mailings etc.

“How to avoid paying for war” is the 
title of the new and improved Peace 
Tax Return which is now available. 
Unfortunately it is still impossible to 
(legally) avoid paying for war via your 
taxes but we shall continue to campaign 
for the legal right to do so. 

Building on the success of last 
year’s version we have created a whole 
advice leaflet around this year’s PTR 
which, in response to members’ 
comments, now includes more details 
of how to complete the form and 
where to send it. 

Hundreds of the last version of 
the PTR were sent to HM Treasury and 
tax offices around the country. Inland 
Revenue even drew up a standard letter 
in reply to the PTRs they kept receiving. 
This time we hope to see even more sent 
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conscience update 
(issn 1474-8789) 
is the newsletter of 
conscience 
THE PEACE TAX CAMPAIGN, 
edited and designed 
by Jon Nott and 
printed by 
Pottle Press  on 
100% recycled paper

views expressed in this 
newsletter and in any 
leaflets enclosed are not 
necessarily endorsed by 
conscience 

leaflets and adverts are 
included in the 
newsletter to gain return 
publicity for conscience

Labour Party conference
If you live in or near Bournemouth, 
or are a delegate to Labour Party 
conference, would you be able to help 
out with our activities there? We need 
people to distribute leaflets on Sunday 
28 September and to help staff our stall 
during the week.

Members will also be welcome at 
“Peace Exchange”, a social event on 
the evening of Sunday 28, which we 
are organising with CND and Campaign 
Against Arms Trade.
n Please contact the Oliver in the 

office by Tuesday 22 July if you are 
able to help. 

lobbying
The best way to encourage more MPs 
to support us is for them to receive 
requests from their constituents to do so. 

A total of 129 MPs (out of 
659) are now being lobbied by 
conscience members. Printed below are 
the constituencies which already contain 
at least one conscience lobbyist. If 
you cannot find the constituency that 
you live in on the list then your MP 
is not being lobbied on behalf of 
conscience. 
n Please contact the office if you are 

willing to write the occasional letter 
to your MP. 

Altrincham 
& Sale West

Amber Valley 
Banbury
Birmingham Selly Oak
Birmingham Spark-

brook & Small Heath
Bolton North East 
Brecon & Radnorshire
Brentford & Isleworth
Bridgwater
Brighton Kemptown
Bristol West
Broxtowe
Calder Valley 
Cambridgeshire South 

East
Cardiff West
Carmarthen East 

& Dinefwr
Chichester 
Cities of London 

& Westminster
Clwyd South
Colne Valley 
Conwy
Cornwall North
Coventry South
Crewe & Nantwich
Cunninghame North
Dagenham
Daventry
Derbyshire North East 
Derbyshire South
Devon West 

& Torridge
Dorset North

Dorset West
Dumfries 
Durham, City of
Ealing Southall
Eastbourne 
Edinburgh East 

& Musselburgh
Enfield North
Enfield Southgate
Erith & Thamesmead
Essex North
Exeter 
Gillingham 
Glasgow Maryhill
Gloucester 
Great Grimsby 
Halifax 
Hampstead 

& Highgate
Harlow 
Harrow West
Hastings & Rye
Hereford 
Hertfordshire 

North East 
High Peak 
Holborn & St Pancras
Hornsey 

& Wood Green
Hull East
Hyndburn
Ilford South
Ipswich 
Kensington & Chelsea
Lagan Valley 
Leicester South
Lewisham Deptford

Lewisham East
Lewisham West
Leyton & Wanstead
Lichfield 
Lincoln 
Loughborough
Ludlow 
Macclesfield
Maldon 

& Chelmsford East
Manchester Blackley
Manchester Central
Mansfield 
Medway
Mole Valley 
Monmouth
New Forest East
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 

North
Northampton South
Nottingham East
Oxford East
Oxford West 

& Abingdon
Pendle
Peterborough 
Poplar 

& Canning Town 
Pudsey
Putney
Reading East
Regent’s Park & 

Kensington North
Ribble Valley 
Salisbury 
Sevenoaks
Sheffield Hallam

Sheffield Hillsborough
Skipton & Ripon
Southampton Test
Southend West
Spelthorne
Staffordshire 

Moorlands
Stratford-on-Avon
Streatham
Stroud
Suffolk Central 

& Ipswich North
Suffolk Coastal
Surrey South West
Swindon North
Tamworth 
Tatton
Taunton 
Tayside North
Tewkesbury 
Tiverton & Honiton
Tunbridge Wells
Vale of York
Vauxhall
Warley
Warwick & 

Leamington
Watford 
Welwyn Hatfield
West Ham
Westbury
Weston-Super-Mare 
Witney
Wokingham
Worsley
Ynys Mon

Constituencies with at least one conscience lobbyist
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diary

contacting the office
general enquiries
Archway Resource Centre 
1B Waterlow Road
London N19 5NJ
t 0870 777 3223 (national rate)
f 020 7281 6508
e info@conscienceonline.org.uk

campaigns enquiries
t as left - ask for Oliver
e lobby@conscienceonline.org.uk 

membership enquiries
t as left - ask for Jon
e develop@conscienceonline.org.uk 

members’ news
annual event
A final reminder that our annual event, 
“Conscientious objection in the 21st 
century” is being held at Manchester 
Mount Street Friends Meeting House 
this Saturday (19 July) from 10am to 
4pm. Even if you haven’t returned the 
booking form sent out with the Annual 
Review, you are welcome to turn up 
on the day. There is no charge for the 
event, but lunch at the venue costs £5.

The morning panel on modern 
forms of conscientious objection will 
include Janet Bloomfield of the Oxford 
Research Group, Andreas Speck of 
War Resisters International and war tax 
resister Roy Prockter.

The afternoon includes workshop 
sessions on war tax resistance, local 
campaigning and non-military security. 

can you help?
conscience is run by an Executive 
Committee drawn from the membership 
and we are always looking for “new 
blood”. The EC meets four times per 
year to set strategic plans and budgets 
and to oversee progress.
n If you are interested in finding out 

more about the EC or would like 
to attend a meeting as an observer, 
please contact the office.

we’re growing (I)
Over 200 new members have joined 
conscience so far this year which 
means an increase in membership of 
almost 10% in the last six months.

we’re growing (II)
From mid-July we will be joined in the 
office by Deanna Douglas, who comes 
to us through the Mennonite Mission 
Network. MMN arranges placements in 
peace organisations around the world 
for Mennonites who wish to take a year 
out of their career or studies to make a 
full-time contribution to the peace work 
of the Church. Deanna will be spending 
four days per week with us and one 
day per week at the London Mennonite 
Centre.

going places?
Are you going to an event this summer 
where you could help conscience by 
publicising the campaign? Or maybe 
you’d like to run a conscience stall. If 
so, we have leaflets, stickers, new Peace 
Tax Returns, petitions, war tax resistance 
guides and newsletters available free of 
charge. 
n Just get in touch with the office and 

we will send the materials to you.

19 July
conscientious 
objection in the 21st 
century
conscience annual 
event, Manchester 
Friends Meeting House, 
6 Mount Street, 
10am - 4pm

6 August
Hiroshima Day

9 August
Nagasaki Day

6-12 September
disarm DSEi, London
Protest against Defence 
Systems & Equipment 
International exhibition, 
ExCel exhibition centre, 
Docklands, London. 
t 020 7281 0297
e disarm@dsei.org
w www.dsei.org
 www.caat.org.uk

5-6 October 
Leakenheath demo 
and trespass
Keep Space for Peace 
demo and citizens’ 
inspection of nuclear 
weapons at the primary 
US air base in Europe.
Contact LAG, 
Forge Bungalow, 
The Street, Shotesham, 
Norwich, NR15 1YL
t 0116 247 0121 (Zina)
e dwhiggin@
 dhiggin.fsnet.co.uk

more diary dates at 
www.networkforpeace.org.uk
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25 years of conscience

1978 The first newsletter of “The Peace 
Tax Campaign of the Peace Pledge Union”, 
the campaign which we know know as 
conscience, was published in June. 

1999 John McDonnell MP 
presents a conscience petition 
to parliament, followed by a 
new 10 Minute Rule Bill.

1994 Neil Gerrard MP presents 
our second 10 Minute Rule Bill to 
Parliament. Again, it fails to acheive 
a second reading. An Early Day 
Motion, expressing support for the  
Bill attracts the support of 62 MPs.

1978-80 Stanley Keeble runs 
the campaign on a shoestring 
from his home in Cornwall.

1980 The first national 
meeting of the Peace 
Tax Campaign establishes 
an executive committee 
under the chairmanship 
of Gerald Drewett.

1981 Stan and Margaret 
Moore employed at first 
office in Leicester.

1982 Martin Howard co-ordinates 
the Tax Diversion Network and Tax 
Diversion Now, a newsletter for war 
tax resisters.

1982 The Religious Society of 
Friends (Quakers) begin withholding 
war taxes on behalf of conscientious 
objectors working at Friends House.

1994 Conscience & Peace Tax 
International holds its founding 
assembly at the 5th International 
Conference in Hondarribia, a 
Basque town near the border 
of France and Spain. 

1996 6th International Conference 
held in Hoddeston, UK.

1998 7th International 
Conference held in 
Delhi, India.

2000 8th International Conference 
held in Washington DC, USA.

1999 Conscience & Peace Tax 
International achieves consultative 
status with the Economic and Social 
Council of the United Nations 2001 Conscience & Peace Tax International 

representatives make the first presentation on the issue of 
conscientious objection to taxation for military purposes to 
the United Nations Human Rights Commission in Geneva.

1995 “£10 note” leaflet created - over 
1 million of these leaflets have now been 
distributed, with an average of 250 new 
members each year as a result.

1984 Having been 
refused leave to 
appeal to the House 
of Lords, the 
Quakers pay the 
withheld war taxes 
and take the issue to 
the European Court.

1995 The Yearly Meeting of 
Quakers in Britain reaffirms 
conscientious objection to taxation 
for military purposes as a “concern” 
of the society as a whole.

other staff changes 
Malcom Reid took over from 
Lorna Richardson in 1992. 
Nat Taplin replaced Malcolm 
in 1994 and Jen Parker took 
over from Nat in 1997. Jon 
Nott was appointed in 1998  
when Jen left.
Phil Rimmer also moved on 
in 1998 and was followed as 
campaigns worker by Loraine 
Monk, Jackie Hoskins and 
now Oliver Haslam.

1993 Quaker 
Peace & Service 
fund Kiri Smith 
on a one year 
placement.

1995 Roger Franklin is 
imprisoned for refusing 
to pay his taxes whilst 
the British government 
“prepares to commit 
genocide” with its 
nuclear arsenal.

1996 Campaign founder, 
Stanley Keeble, dies aged 84. 1996 Roger Franklin  

imprisoned again.

1998 AGM replaced with 
membership questionnaire.

2000 conscience organises a series 
of meetings of groups working on 
non-military approaches to security, 
to co-ordinate lobbying work.
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1986 Arthur Windsor becomes 
the first UK conscientious objector 
to be imprisoned for refusing to 
pay the military portion of his taxes.

1986 Dennis Canavan MP 
presents a 10 Minute Rule 
Bill to establish a Peace 
Fund into which registered 
conscientious objectors could 
divert the military portion of 
their taxes. As with most 
Bills presented under the Ten 
Minute Rule, it does not 
receive a second reading.

1994 Neil Gerrard MP presents 
our second 10 Minute Rule Bill to 
Parliament. Again, it fails to acheive 
a second reading. An Early Day 
Motion, expressing support for the  
Bill attracts the support of 62 MPs.

1982 Martin Howard co-ordinates 
the Tax Diversion Network and Tax 
Diversion Now, a newsletter for war 
tax resisters.

1986 First International 
Conference on War Tax 
Resistance  and Peace 
Tax campaigns held in 
Tubingen, Germany.

1988 2nd International Conference 
held in Vierhouten, Netherlands.

1990 3rd International 
Conference held in 
Aosta, Italy.

1992 4th International 
Conference held in 
Brussels, Belgium.

2002 9th International 
Conference held in 
Berlin, Germany.

2001 Conscience & Peace Tax International 
representatives make the first presentation on the issue of 
conscientious objection to taxation for military purposes to 
the United Nations Human Rights Commission in Geneva.

1987 The Yearly Meeting 
of Quakers in Britain adopts 
conscientious objection to 
taxation for military 
purposes as a “concern” of 
the society as a whole.

1984 Having been 
refused leave to 
appeal to the House 
of Lords, the 
Quakers pay the 
withheld war taxes 
and take the issue to 
the European Court.

1986 The 
European Court 
rules that the 
Quakers have 
no case under 
the European 
Convention on 
Human Rights.

1990 Inland Revenue 
visit the conscience 
office to collect the 
military portion of the 
income tax withheld 
on behalf of the staff.

1985 Office moves 
to London, now 
run by Dave Ford 
and Jane Powell.

1988 Phil Rimmer and Lorna 
Richardson take over as joint 
co-ordinators.

1990 The campaign 
changes its name 
to conscience THE 
PEACE TAX CAMPAIGN.

1991 Newcastle baker 
and war tax resister Nigel 
Wild is imprisoned after 
Inland Revenue refuse to 
accept a payment in kind 
of 182 loaves.

1993 Quaker 
Peace & Service 
fund Kiri Smith 
on a one year 
placement.

2000 conscience organises a series 
of meetings of groups working on 
non-military approaches to security, 
to co-ordinate lobbying work.

This timeline can only pick out a few highlights of the past 
25 years and inevitably misses out some events and the 
people who made them happen. 

We are compiling an article for our autumn newsletter 
about the volunteers, committee members and activists 
who have made conscience what it is today.

the future
The conscience membership is currently 

growing as fast as it has ever done at almost 
10 new members each week and our support in 

parliament is growing in the run up to our fourth bill, 
which we hope will be presented in 2004.

Increasing numbers of conscientious objectors are 
being led to withhold or divert war taxes 

creating new opportunities to test the 
law and publicise the issue.
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Lordy Lord what a time my friends at 
conscience have been having! It’s been 
non-stop for the last few months and 
things are likely to get busier in the near 
future.

Since my last quarterly round-up 
of war tax resistance they have had 12 
more enquiries from potential war tax 
resisters and they’ve been busily sending 
out their guide ‘My conscience directs 
me not to pay for war’. Excellent work 
if I may say so.

A couple of the brave war tax 
resisters have been drawing up their 
legal defences in preparation for court 
appearances ‘in chambers’. This means 
they will have to explain their defence 
in a closed session. Tuh! They should 
be allowed to make their case in front 
of a jury of their peers. Let’s hope 
they finally get the opportunity. Another 
seasoned resister, who faces bankruptcy 
after refusing to pay for war, is refusing 
to attend an ‘in chambers’ hearing 
after previous unsatisfactory experiences. 
Good on ’em all!

In an effort to provide more 
support for those whose conscience 
doesn’t allow them to pay taxes for war 
conscience have set up an email group 
for war tax resisters. It’s all too modern 
for the likes of me but apparently this 
allows individual war tax resisters to 
send an email to one address which all 
other members of the group can read. 
It’s a great way for those people around 
the country withholding or diverting 
tax to keep in touch with each other, 
ask questions, get ideas and support. If 
you are a war tax resister I recommend 
you sign up. All you have to do 
is send an email to Oliver at 
lobby@conscienceonline.org.uk and 
he’ll do the rest. 

If you are not up-to-date with this 
new fangled electronic mail but want 
to keep in touch with other war tax 
resisters for support etc. conscience 
are also trying to set up a parallel contact 
group using “snail mail”. Write to Oliver  
at the address on page 3 and let him 
know if you’re interested.

One of my war tax resisting friends 
is in the early stages of producing a 
short film at the moment - the working 
title is ‘In Contempt of Conscience’. He 
plans to interview resisters, politicians, 
activists etc. and wants to play the 
film at events around the country to 
raise awareness of the taxes for war 
issue. Sounds terrific to me. If you are 
interested in contributing in any way 
please let Oliver know and he will pass 
on your details to the producer.

The search for a war tax resister 
to test the law forcing conscientious 
objectors to pay for the military through 
their taxes continues. Court costs may 
be very high so ideally a resister eligible 
for legal aid (gross monthly income less 
than £2000, disposable monthly income 
less than £601 and disposable capital 
assets less than £3000) will be found 
who can use the 1998 Human Rights 
Act to strengthen their case. 

The problem lies in the fact that 
individuals eligible for legal aid are 
unlikely to be in a position where 
they can withhold taxes (i.e. not taxed 
at source). Perhaps we will not find 
someone who can claim legal aid, in 
which case we need a generous donor 
willing to stump up the possible court 
costs. I’ll have a word with my aristocratic 
friends - perhaps you could do the 
same?

Over and Out, KB.

 YOUR COUNTRY NEEDS 

 YOUR
 TAXES FOR WAR
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a quarterly round-up of war tax resistance
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we’ll send you a free copy of A World Divided, 
a collection of essays edited by Professor Paul 
Rogers, when you give £3 a month or more

please PRINT your details below

name(s)

address

  post code

telephone

email

name of bank

address of bank

  post code

account no. sort code

please pay ¨ £10 ¨ £5 ¨ £3 ¨ other £

monthly, until further notice, starting on 
to conscience a/c 08-90-37 50452200, Co-op Bank Wood Green, London 
please cancel any existing standing orders to conscience / the peace tax campaign

signature date

please return to conscience  NL121
FREEPOST LON 18505, London N19 5BRst
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review
from page 8/ ‘humanitarian intervention’ 
and ‘international community’ to help 
describe and justify their recent actions 
in places such as Bosnia, Kosovo, and 
Afghanistan, he writes that such terms 
‘actively obscure ... the fact that none 
of it would have happened had the 
United States not decided to use decisive 
military force.’ 

Within the limits of his argument, 
Ignatieff is correct to assert that the 
US is the only country with the military 
capacity to help facilitate relative stability 
on the periphery of the present empire. 
However, one can easily ask how long 
he honestly expects the US to be able 
to use military force as the means of 
controlling the ‘barbarians’ (he sees) at 
the gates. While it may have been able to 
win the Cold War arms race because the 
Soviets went broke before it did, is it not 
Imperial hubris on his part to expect 
that the US can do it again during the 
‘War Against Terror’? 

Ignatieff is also correct to 
acknowledge that the jury is still out 
on the ultimate success of the ventures 
in Bosnia, Kosovo and Afghanistan, 
and that the balance of power between 
US military might and largely European 
backed humanitarian aid has still not 
been calibrated to the mutual content 
of these ostensible allies. What is most 
revealing about his claims, however, is 
that despite his examination of the many
pit-falls of what he describes as the 
UN’s ‘nation-building caravan’ Ignatieff 
still argues that there is no alternative. 
‘The essential paradox of [present-day] 
nation-building is that temporary 
imperialism - empire lite - has become 
the necessary condition for democracy 
in countries torn apart by civil war.’ 

The speciousness of the latter 
claim would be quite laughable, if it 
wasn’t so serious. Ignatieff conveniently 
forgets to mention that most of the 
developing world has been put on the 
economic rack by the IMF and the 
World Bank. More to the point, how 
can a top-down imposition of Western-
based structures and ideals, by outsiders 
in suits, combat fatigues, or with t-shirts 
covered in the plethora of aid agency 
logos, result in democracy? Ignatieff 
does not seem to have asked himself 
why attempts in Kabul, or elsewhere, to 
deal in a true dialogue with people about 
their needs, as they see them, rarely get 
the funding that they require? 

Empire Lite: Nation-
Building in Bosnia, 
Kosovo and Afghanistan, 
Michael Ignatieff, 
Vintage, 2003 
isbn 0-09945543-9
96pp, £6.99
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join conscience today
¨ I/we want to join conscience

¨ I/we want to renew my membership

please PRINT your details below

name(s)

address

  post code

telephone

email

MP/constituency

suggested membership donation

£1 per £1,000 of annual income up to £15,000, plus
£2 per £1,000 of annual income over £15,000

free book when you give £3 per month 
see page 7 for details

¨ I/we have filled in the standing order form overleaf

¨ I/we enclose a cheque for £ 
(payable to conscience)
 NL121

‘Connecting people who make the world of difference’

http://www.greennet.org.uk

Ethical about your communications, we provide 
services for home and organisational use:
l domain names 
l web hosting
l connectivity
All with personal support via a local call rate 
number

Website design & dynamic services
GreenNet’s expertise is providing tools for NGOs 
and campaigners to get their message across 
online. We offer low cost solutions for your website, 
with features including:
l fast, easy and exible uploading of information
l easy to manage - no knowledge of html needed
l search facilities

If there is a service you need that we haven’t listed, 
or if you would like further details, please contact: 
Joanne: 0845 055 4011 email joanne@gn.apc.org

GreenNet, a collective not-for-prot Internet 
Service Provider since 1986

development of post-Cold War Imperial 
structures were unnecessary. As a result 
of choosing ‘imperial domination on the 
cheap’, it wasn’t until 9/11 that the ‘US 
Homeland’ realised that it was ‘caught in 
the crossfire of a civil war raging within 
the Arab world, between America’s 
client regimes and the gathering rage of 
Islamic revolutionaries’.

Readers of this review will no 
doubt think that ‘Empire Lite’ is going 
to be a trenchant critique of US 
Imperialism. Unfortunately, they would 
be wrong. Because, amidst the post-
Cold War chaos he describes, Ignatieff 
sees hope in the emergence of what 
he considers to be a ‘new humanitarian 
empire, [in which] power is exercised 
as a condominium, with Washington 
in the lead, and London, Paris, Berlin 
and Tokyo following reluctantly behind.’ 
Although the United Nations and other 
humanitarian agencies use buzz words 
like ‘nation building’, /to page 7

‘Which side are you on?’  - Post 9/11, 
President Bush bluntly stated that you 
are either ‘with us [the US]’ or you are 
with the terrorists. Michael Ignatieff, 
a Canadian academic, media pundit, 
and liberal human rights advocate, has 
replied with this collection of essays.

According to Ignatieff, ‘One of the 
unacknowledged causes of 9/11 …[was] 
the coincidence of globalised prosperity 
in the imperial [Western] world with 
disintegration in the states that achieved 
independence from the colonial empires 
of Europe, especially the Arab states’. 
Since the early-1990s, fundamentalist 
Islam has rapidly filled the void left by 
secular Arab nationalism’s death-throws 
and has transmogrified said nationalism 
into a new and more dangerous challenge 
to the existing power structures in 
the Middle East. Compounding the 
problem, while that transformation was 
going on, the United States kept its eye 
off the ball in the mistaken belief that the 
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