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In this issue of conscience update we would like to
say farewell to some old friends and hello to new
faces. We will look at the work of the Peace and
Security Liaison Group (PSLG) coordinated by
conscience’s Sarah Graham-Brown and present our
Executive Committee and its new members.

welcome

about us
conscienceTAXES FOR PEACE NOT WAR
works for a world where taxes are used to
nurture peace, not pay for war.

We also campaign for the legal right of those with
a conscientious objection to war to have the
military part of their taxes spent on peacebuilding
initiatives.

1b Waterlow Road, London N19 5NJ
t 020 7561 1061 f 020 7281 6508
www.conscienceonline.org.uk
www.peacepays.org.uk

Paula Hollings (office coordinator)
coordinate@conscienceonline.org.uk
Gayle Kinkead (campaigns & communications
officer) campaign@conscienceonline.org.uk
Claire Haslam (fundraising & membership
officer) development@conscienceonline.org.uk
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As we approach this festive time of
year conscience would like to wish
you all season’s greetings and
remember that regardless of your
beliefs at this time of year we all
hope for a time where we shall have
peace and goodwill towards all
people on earth.

Next year brings exciting new
adventures for conscience with our
new members of staff and their
plans to spread conscience’s
message. More information will be
coming to you in the following
months, so keep a look out for
conscience!

Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year!

season’s greetings

peace house turns 50!
Peace House, at 5 Caledonian Road in
London, has over the years been synonymous
with the radical peace movement in London.
Having survived threats, spies, bomb attacks
and the recent ‘redevelopment’ of King’s
Cross, the building has reached its 50th
anniversary in a state of rude health, as it
continues to play a vital part in British radical
politics.

conscience would like to wish Peace House
happy birthday, and we hope that it will
continue to play such an important role
within the peace movement for many years
to come!
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Peace and Security Liaison Group
The NGO Peace and Security
Liaison Group (PSLG) brought
together NGOs engaged in peace
and security issues and was
established by conscience and
coordinated by conscience’s Sarah
Graham Brown. The group works to
establish mechanisms for policy
dialogue on security-related topics
between NGOs and the British
government that is of practical
benefit to both parties.

Since 2007, the PSLG has sought to
engage government officials,
academics, think tanks and NGOs
in discussions that look beyond the
government’s headline policies on
promoting peace and delivering
security.

These discussions took the form of a
series of roundtable meetings (all
held under the Chatham House
Rule) which aimed to strengthen the
UK government’s conflict
prevention and peacebuilding
capacity by facilitating thinking on a

more consistent approach to the
formulation and implementation of
policies which promote peace and
security.

Challenges were identified for
policymakers and practitioners alike;
discussed were difficult but vital
issues which will continue to
challenge governments in future,
whatever their policy agenda.

What follows is a summary of a
report based on the abovementioned
roundtable meetings held between
2007 and 2009, which examined
aspects of these policies from the
perspective of both Whitehall and
civil society.

The direction of national security
policy
What is national security and does the
current UK strategy reflect it?
The publication of the first National
Security Strategy (NSS) exemplified
the importance of seeing the links
between domestic and international
security risks in new ways.

securing peace
preventing conflict and building peace:
the UK’s role in a changing world
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From the government’s viewpoint,
the document was the result of a set
of deliberate choices, one of which
was that the focus should be on
identifying the full range of security
challenges. There was also
acceptance that the culture in
government needs to move beyond
traditional processes; however
despite recognition of the new
security challenges, the responses
proposed were still more relevant to
the old, narrower understanding of
‘security’.

An ‘elephant in the room’ during
discussions was the failure to make
sufficiently clear links between the
UK’s foreign policy and its security.
The NSS asserts that the UK faces

no state threats but does not take
into account possible threats created
by the UK’s alliances, particularly
with the US and NATO. It is not
set out publicly what these alliances
are for, and what the limits are to
the UK’s loyalty. For example,
although Russia poses no direct
threat to the UK, it does pose a
threat to Georgia. Likewise, how far
does the alliance with the US
extend? What are the implications
for UK policy on Iran or Pakistan
and Afghanistan, when the impact
of policy and actions in one country
undermines objectives in another?
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Angry crowd in eastern DRC
disappointed at government failure
to achieve peace. Julien Harneis
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In the longer term, how will future
governments, choose to invest in
mitigating the threats they identify?
So far the tendency has been to
focus on high profile crises with the
emphasis on short-term security and
military solutions, rather than on
conflict prevention. Military
expenditure still makes up the vast
majority of security spending, while
conflict prevention is under-
resourced.

The effectiveness of conflict
prevention, conflict resolution
and peacebuilding
How can the UK government best
support peace processes and
peacebuilding?
Preventing conflict and building
peace are now recognised as
important ways to avoid costly wars,
increased migration and
humanitarian disasters, yet within
government a common
understanding of these concepts is
still to be achieved.

Furthermore demonstrating their
effectiveness is a challenge, with an
unresolved tension between this
approach and the Treasury’s
requirement to demonstrate outputs
and value for money. Preventing
conflict and building peace require
extended attention, in-depth

engagement and consistent
investment of economic and human
resources. When addressing a
protracted conflict that has
undermined social cohesion and
economic wellbeing, and has led to
the creation of militias or predatory
elites, there are no quick fixes or
easy answers. Achieving and
maintaining stability cannot be a
short term goal. Effective
engagement entails 10 to 15 year
thinking, which is in no way part of
the current political framework.

Increasing volumes of aid and the
promotion of democratisation are
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Award for Brig. Gen. Miller who
led the European Command Joint
Assessment Team (EJAT)
humanitarian assistance mission
in Georgia 2008. Herald Post
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often seen as necessary steps to
achieve peace but they may entail
risks and unintended consequences.
While sound economic development
is widely agreed to be a basis for
sustainable peace, the process of
development itself risks generating
conflict in divided and war-torn
societies. Equally, in states with
weak institutions, democratisation
(especially if focused mainly on
elections) does not necessarily create
stability, and may exacerbate
sectarian or ethnic rivalries – recent
events in the Democratic Republic
of Congo (DRC) being an example
of these risks.

Supporting peace processes is an
important role for the international
community and for the UK
government, yet it is another area
where the complexity of conflict has
to be acknowledged, as do the
competing and sometimes
conflicting interests of international
players.

The role of the UK within
international institutions
How can UN early recovery policies be
more effective?
Multilateral commitments have
featured more prominently in the
UK’s recent policy to address
conflict, though in practice this is

proving to be a difficult arena. In
situations such as Afghanistan, there
are too many actors, with a range of
competing national interests and
priorities, lacking clear leadership.

Whichever international body
presides, there are frequent
complaints of the fragmentation of
donor effort and lack of effective
mechanisms to manage aid. The way
the international community has
dealt with the national Afghan
government has marginalised it. The
Bonn Agreement (which was meant
to rebuild Afghanistan after the
2001 US invasion) was supposed to
be a domestically driven and
nationally owned process but,
despite the UN’s aim to achieve
greater inclusion, a disconnection
developed between the UN and
national planning.

Local actors were further sidelined
by the way Western donors handled
post-conflict reconstruction. For
example, in the construction sector,
international contractors were
privileged to the detriment of local
competitors.

At all levels in the UK government
and its international partners, as well
as in international NGOs, the
frequent lack of understanding of
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the local situation and the dynamics
of conflict is encouraged by short-
term secondments, confinement to
capital cities and lack of linguistic
expertise. This is often compounded
by officials’ inward focus on their
home organisations’ structures,
priorities and work targets, rather
than effort directed to
understanding the society and
environment in which they are
working.

Conclusion
One failure of government has been
communication. There have been
difficulties for the government in
communicating its conflict
prevention, peacebuilding and wider
security policies to a largely
uninformed or uninterested public.
Furthermore there has been a failure
on the part of the government to

understand and reflect on
inconsistencies in its own policies.

In relation to conflict prevention
and peacebuilding, the government
understanding is often limited to the
view from London, with little
understanding of local dynamics and
local actors. NGOs on the other
hand may fail to fully understand
this view from London and may
make unrealistic policy
recommendations that cannot work
in the world of realpolitik within
which government must often
operate.

The full report can be downloaded
from www.PSLG.info where you can
also find more detailed information on
the PSLG itself including a list of its
members.

Sarah Graham Brown

Sarah Graham-Brown has held the role of the
Networking Officer for the Peace and Security Liaison
Group (PSLG) since September 2004. Her work has
included coordinating the network, organising meetings
and engaging with government officials on PSLG’s behalf.
Previously she worked as a writer and editor specialising
in international issues with a number of NGOs, including
Christian Aid and HelpAge International.
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Nick Wilson started at conscience
as the Communications and
Fundraising Officer in 2006 and
later took on the role of Campaigns
Officer as well.

Taxes for peace not war
During his three years with us Nick’s
main focus was on broadening the
scope of conscience as well as
updating it’s core message linking it
with issues which affect us today.
This was embodied in TAXES FOR
PEACE NOT WAR – conscience’s
new strapline. TFPNW goes further
than just fighting for the rights of
contentious objectors not to pay for
war. It highlights the fact that non-
military security is more effective
and better value than military
security and tries to push for the
progressive redistribution of tax
away from warfighting and towards
peacebuilding.

Biography
Before conscience Nick was a
peacebuilder in the Balkan wars, an
Amnesty trainer in the ex-Soviet
bloc and a mediator in London’s

East End. He also wrote the book A
More Human Channel: Peacebuiding
on the frontline and the human
rights manual First Steps which has
been translated into over 30
languages. He has now gone on to
work for the National Council for
Voluntary Organisations – NCVO,
which helps civil society
organisations analyse the world
around aiding them to make better
decisions.

Here at conscience we would like
to thank Nick for all of the work
that he carried out on the TFPNW
strategy and we wish him well in his
next steps!
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farewell to former staff
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As many know from our previous
newsletter conscience has changed
its strap line from conscience THE
PEACE TAX CAMPAIGN to
conscience TAXES FOR PEACE
NOT WAR. However this is not only
a name change as we hope to
revamp the campaign’s strategy.

We are now actively campaigning
for a progressive increase in the
amount of UK tax spent on
peacebuilding, and a corresponding
decrease in the amount spent on war
and preparation for war, as well as, a
change in policy and practice to
allow those with a demonstrable
conscientious objection to war to
have the military part of their taxes
spent on peacebuilding.

Gayle Kinkead, Campaign and
Communications Officer (top
left) Gayle has been a campaigner in
Brussels and across Europe as well as
in the UK, and has worked on a
variety of issues including European

political affairs, citizens’ initiatives
and direct democracy. She says “I
am delighted to be campaigning for
conscience and I hope to involve
the members as much as possible in
the revamped campaign strategy. If
anyone would like to be more
involved don’t hesitate to contact
me, I’d love to hear from you.”

Claire Haslam, Fundraising and
Membership Officer (top right)
Claire is joining us to raise funds
and look after our members. She
believes that “public disillusionment
with the war in Afghanistan is
growing, and attention on BAE
Systems in the media means the
public are better informed than ever
about how our money is used to
finance war. Maintaining and
growing our income is vital to get
our message out as widely as
possible, and ultimately bring about
the day when we get to choose not
to pay for war.”

new
staff

10 conscience update 138
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Along with our new Fundraising
and Membership Officer
conscience is directly appealing to
all who believe in our message to
help us to fundraise.

The current economic climate is
difficult for many, but most people
forget that it can also be a very
difficult time for not-for-profit
campaign organisations as well.
Therefore we are appealing to you to
help us raise funds for conscience.

There are many way to help
fundraise for conscience:

Donate your time
There are many busy periods
during the year where an extra pair
of hands would be appreciated.
Let us know if you have any spare
time to help us.
Have a collection
Help raise funds at group activities
by starting up a collection for
conscience. You will also be
helping to spread our message.
Organise a quiz
Undertake a sponsored event

conscience update 138 11

lend a hand and help
us pay for peace

Get in touch
If you are thinking of holding an
event to help raise funds for us
please contact Claire Haslam at
development@conscienceonline.org.
uk or call us on 020 7561 1061.

We will always support those who
help us as much as possible!
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Recently a legacy was left to us by a
longstanding supporter of the work
of conscience, Cecil Rees Evans.
conscience would like to take this
opportunity to send our condolences
to his family and thank Cecil for his
generosity and kindness.

Cecil served in the Royal Navy
during the Second World War and
saw first hand the devastating effects
of war. It was at this time he started
to think that there must be an
alternative to military security. After
the war Cecil became a Quaker and
life long pacifist; he also became
active within the peace sector. Cecil
supported many organisations as
well as conscience and we are sure
that his support will be missed.

Legacies such as this have a big
impact on our campaign and allow
us to create a living memorial with
lasting impact. They help us to
enable you to pay for peace not war.

A legacy can also help you avoid
leaving a windfall for the military.
Nothing is certain but death and

taxes, and Inheritance Tax links the
two. In the tax year 2009-2010,
anyone who leaves assets over
£325,000 to anyone except their
legal partner has to pay 40%
Inheritance Tax; a tenth of which
goes straight to war. Even with the
credit crunch, many average UK
houses are now worth well over
£300,000. However, although the
work of conscience is considered
political, our research and education
work is charitable. So whatever you
leave to the campaign won’t be taxed
and won’t go to war. And the more
you donate, the higher the chance
that the rest of your assets will fall
below the Inheritance Tax threshold.

If you already have a Will and want
to leave conscience a fixed sum, fill
out the Codicil form on the next
page, cut it out and place it with
your Will. However, fixed sums
decline in value as inflation rises. So
you may want to leave the campaign
a percentage of your estate, a named
asset such as land or property, or
whatever is left after other bequests.
Ask your solicitor for advice or call
us. Whatever you do, please let us
know if you plan to remember
conscience in this way. Not only
are we very grateful, but it helps us
to plan ahead.

Thank you.

legacy of
peace
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codicil to add conscience to an existing will

Simply fill this in and place it with your existingWill, but do not attach it to it.

I (your full name)_____________________________________________________________

of (your full address) __________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ Postcode ____________

declare this to be a (first, second, etc) __________________________________ Codicil to my

existing Will, dated the (date of your Will, in words) _________________________________

(date) day of ____________________ (month) Two thousand and _________________ (year).

In addition to any legacies given by me by my said Will, I give, free of taxes, to the Lansbury
House Trust Fund, or its successor in title, registered charity number 306139, 5 Caledonian Rd,
N1 9DX, www.lansburyhouse.org.uk, for research and education into conscientious objection
to military taxation by conscience – The Peace Tax Campaign, or its successor in title, of 1b
Waterlow Rd, London N19 5NJ, www.conscienceonline.org.uk, the sum (in words first, then in
figures) of _____________________________ pounds, £ __________________ , and I direct
that a receipt of the Treasurer or other authorised officer for the time being of the Charity
shall be a full and sufficient discharge to my executors for the said gift. In all other respects I
confirm my said Will and any previous Codicils thereto.

In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand this (today’s date, in words) _______________
(date) day of ______________ (month) Two thousand and _______________________ (year).
Signed by the said (your full name)______________________________________ as a codicil
to his/her (delete as appropriate) last Will, in our joint presence and by us in his/her presence.

Your signature ____________________________________________________________

First witness’s signature

____________________________________

Name ______________________________

Address _____________________________

____________________________________

Occupation __________________________

First witness’s signature

____________________________________

Name ______________________________

Address _____________________________

____________________________________

Occupation __________________________
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The Executive Committee (EC) is a
voluntary body which oversees the
work of conscience. Together with
staff they contribute to the running
of the organisation as well as
deciding how your money is spent.
EC members serve three year terms
with no bar on repeat service. Each
year we ask members to approve
those EC members who are
finishing their third year and are
offering themselves for
reappointment by the
membership.

This year we have two new
EC members and we
have included their
biographies in this issue
for our members to know
who is on conscience’s
EC.

Can all members please answer the
questions on the next page and
return them to us. Thank you.

Members for reappointment:
Mary Lou Leavitt, Phil Rimmer,
Simon Heywood.

Simon Heywood teaches creative
writing at the University of Derby
and has been on the committee
since 2007. He is a member of the
Peace Tax Seven and was a Quaker
Peaceworker with conscience in
2005, developing the peacepays.org
website.

Mary Lou Leavitt has been on the
committee since 2002. A lifelong
Quaker, she has an MA in Peace

Studies from the University of
Bradford. She worked for
Quaker Peace and Service for
15 years and until recently

was Co-Director of
Responding to Conflict,
which provides conflict
transformation training
to people from areas of
conflict.

Phil Rimmer worked for
conscience from 1988 to1998. He
says ‘Our work is important because
it offers solutions rather than simply
protest’. Active in party politics since
his teens, Phil is Business Manager
at a national health charity and is
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executive committee –
they work for you
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also on the executive committee of
Tranmere and Wirral Football
Supporters’ Trust.

new conscience ec members
Garret Ó Fachtna has been a
member of conscience since 2000
and joined the EC in 2008. Garret
is a Community Development
Worker in West Belfast and an active
member of the trade union
movement. He has worked for many
years on conflict resolution issues

mostly around Belfast’s ‘Peace Lines’
in the North and West of the city.

Michael Gould first had a career as
a Quality Manager in the food
industry and also spent some years
working in Education in prisons.
Over time Michael became
increasingly involved in
sustainability issues and the
promotion of the UK TS Eliot
Society. He believes that the work of
conscience sits surprisingly well
alongside the latter.

Do you approve these people for the
executive committee 2010?

yes no (please tick)

Your name ______________________________________________________

Any comments ___________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

The committee meets in London on four Saturdays a year. Anyone can serve
after a simple recruitment process and we reimburse travel from anywhere in
the UK.

If you want to observe the committee with a view to joining it, please tick

Please detach this page and return it using the enclosed pre-gummed freepost
label.Thank you!
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I/we want to join conscience I/we want to renew my/our membership

please PRINT your details below

first name/s________________________ last name/s ______________________________

address __________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________ postcode __________________

telephone ________________________ email ___________________________________

suggested annual membership donation £1 per £1,000 of annual income up to

£15,000, plus £2 per £1,000 of annual income over £15,000

I enclose a cheque for £________ (payable to conscience)

help us plan ahead – instead of writing a cheque you could join with a standing order,
which saves us time and money for campaigning. Just £3 a month can make a huge
difference. If you give £5 a month or more, we’ll also send you a free copy of Beyond
Terror by our allies at the conflict think tank the Oxford Research Group.

join conscience today

please PRINT your details below

name of bank _____________________ address of bank ___________________________

______________________________________________ postcode __________________

account number sort code

please pay £10 £5 £3 other £________ monthly until further notice, starting on

____________________________ payable to conscience a/c 50452200 s/c 08-90-37,

Co-op Bank, Wood Green, London

please cancel any existing standing orders to conscience/the peace tax campaign

signature date

please return to conscience, FREEPOST LON 18505, London N19 5BR NL138

standing order

�

we treat all your information in confidence and do not share it with other organisations or individuals.
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