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conscience, 1a Waterlow Road, London. N19 5NJ
tel: +44 (0) 20 3515 9132 
email: info@conscienceonline.org.uk
web: www.conscienceonline.org.uk   -   web: www.peacepays.org.uk

conscience TAXES FOR PEACE NOT WAR works for a world where taxes are used to 
nurture peace, not pay for war. 

welfare not warfare
pictures from N30 
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The WW2 Experiences of a 
Conscientious Objector
In our last newsletter we asked 
members to send it their stories about 
non-military security, war tax resistance 
and conscientious objection. Below 
is the first story to be selected for the 
newsletter. It tells of the experiences of 
Cyril Wright as a CO during the Second 
World War.

Peace Pledge Union (PPU) in 1934, 
and was soon drawn into active 
membership,  becoming secretary to 
the branch in the Surrey town in which 
he settled on his marriage in 1935. 

When call-up came in 1940, Cyril 
registered as a conscientious objector.  
As the company for which he worked 
was scheduled to aid the war effort in 
a transportation role, he would almost 
certainly have escaped armed service 
by being in a ‘reserved occupation’, 
but his pacifist principles would not 
allow him to accept this form of military 
avoidance. He therefore tendered his 
resignation - at a significant financial 
sacrifice because he was in line for an 
eventual rise to the post of company 
secretary.  

Being obliged, as a conscientious 
objector, to find work in agriculture 
or another essential UK form of 
occupation, Cyril, with other PPU 
members, explored the possibility 
of setting up a ‘community’ scheme 
in which participants would pool 
resources and live and work together 
to earn a living from the land. At 
the same time, they would seek to 
influence others by demonstrating their 
opposition to warfare as a means of 

Information taken from the transcript of 
a taped discussion with Cyril in 1980, 
by permission of the Imperial War 
Museum

Cyril (1909 - 1995) was born in South 
London. He joined the Labour Party 
soon after leaving school, and the fact 
that at this time (mid 1920s) many 
party members were concerned to 
prevent a second world war, reinforced 
his pacifist sympathies, which had 
arisen out of a study of socialism.  By 
the late 1920s / early 1930s these 
sympathies were strengthened by 
his membership of, or contact with, 
the No More War Movement, the 
Esperanto Association, the International 
Friendship League – strongly influenced 
by the 1929 Peace Ballot –  and War 
Resisters International.  Cyril was one 
of the great number of young men who 
signed the war renunciation pledge 
instigated by those who founded the 
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international conflict resolution.  A large 
former rectory in a Berkshire village was 
purchased, using contributions from the 
‘signed up’ members of the group.  In 
addition to a three-acre orchard and 
garden surrounding the dwelling, 20 
acres of pasture land were included in 
the sale.  

Seven pacifists, five men and two 
women, the initial members of the 
community, plus Cyril’s (and Nora’s) 
two small daughters, moved into the 
old rectory at the end of October 
1940.  One of those joining was an 
expert horticulturalist, another, a 
skilled carpenter.  The community 
plan, formulated in a set of rules and 
regulations, aimed to organise life 
around the ethic of participant equality 
in every respect.  The communal 
income would be derived from the 
production and sale of vegetables and 
fruit, and in addition, a small band 
of committed supporters agreed to 
provide regular financial support as their 
contribution.   

To begin with, all went well. The 
seasons were favourable to horticulture, 
community members, full of beginners’ 
enthusiasm, were keen to pull together 
and the occasional social activities they 
organised usefully drew the attention 
of village people to the pacifist group 
in their midst.  After this first year, 
however, various forms of friction 
started to undermine the previous good 

relationships between the inhabitants of 
the old rectory and eventually, the land 
was removed from community control.

Cyril, Nora and their (now) three 
children left Berkshire in March 1943, 
moving to a similar venture in the 
Wye Valley, this one based on a craft-
working theme.  There, the family 
enjoyed greater self-sufficiency in that 
they rented a cottage, rather than living 
communally. Cyril spent the remaining 
wartime years earning subsistence pay 
as a farm worker, an odd job man and 
a retailer of fruit and vegetables grown 
in the cottage’s large garden and on 
low-rent land elsewhere in the parish. 
Interaction with community members 
living in the main house and in nearby 
dwellings was mutually supportive.    

Cyril remained active until the day of his 
death and when paying his income tax 
dues, regularly made a written anti-
government-defence-spending protest 
to Inland Revenue.
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conscience would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all those who 
have donated to our latest appeal letter. 
Every penny contributes towards the 
work we do. Without donations from 
our members and supporters we would 
not be able to carry out our work.

With the upheaval of our office move 

some letters were sent out twice 
and some people may not yet have 
received their letters yet. We would like 
to apologise for any inconvenience this 
may have caused.

Thank you,
The conscience Team

conscience has recently moved 
office. Don’t worry if you have posted 
anything to us, as our postal address 
has remained the same. However, our 
telephone number has changed. Our 
new number is 020 3515 9132. If 
you have tried to get in touch with us 

over the past month you may have had 
your email bounce back or not have 
your call go through. All of our lines of 
communication are now working fully 
once again, so please do resend your 
letter or email to us. We’re very happy 
to hear from you!

Appeal Thank You

Office Move
Thank You Note for Every Language - by woodleywonderworks
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We would like to alert members to 
the parliamentary briefing that was 
published on 27 September 2011. It 
mentions Peace Tax and conscience. 
Below is a Summary of the briefing.

Though hypothecation has been 
discussed most in relation to health 
spending, there has been a small but 
consistent campaign that it should be 
applied to military expenditure, and 
that taxpayers who are conscientious 
objectors should be allowed to have 
that part of their taxes diverted into a 
specific fund - a peace tax - and spent 
on other ends.  In December 1993 
sixty two Members signed an EDM 
which Neil Gerrard MP had put down 
supporting such a tax,1 and in January 
the next year Mr Gerrard put the case 
for this reform when presenting a Ten 
Minute Rule Bill: 
 
The Bill’s simple purpose is to allow 
people who have a conscientious 
objection to their taxes being used for 
public expenditure on military purposes 
to be able to register that objection 
and to divert that part of their taxes 
to a specific fund that will be used for 
peaceful purposes connected with the 
development of international security… 
 

When a Government of whatever 
persuasion have been elected, they 
have the right to decide how to spend 
our taxes which end up in a single 
consolidated fund. We cannot allow 
someone to say, “Do not spend my 
taxes on roads or education”. To 
change that, one can vote for a different 
party at the next election; we cannot 
expect Governments, local authorities 
or anybody spending public money to 
please everyone all the time. I agree 
with that, as do others who support 
the Bill. However, it is a special case. I 
do not consider that it is a special case 
that I have to prove to justify the Bill 
as it has already been recognised by 
Parliament. If conscientious objection 
can be recognised in wartime, why not 
in peacetime as well? In practical terms, 
it is not a difficult exercise. All that 
would be necessary is for the number 
of registered conscientious objectors 
to be known by the Inland Revenue. 
The average individual contribution to 
the Ministry of Defence budget can be 
calculated and a simple multiplication 
of the two figures produces a sum of 
money to be paid into a peace fund. 
That would certainly satisfy people who 
support my view. 
 
The Bill would specify in general 

Hypothecated taxation 
political briefing 
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terms, the purposes for which the 
fund could be used. I mentioned the 
need for research and development 
into converting industry from military 
to non-military production, the study 
of causes and resolution of conflict, 
community-based work to develop 
and maintain democratic structures 
and human rights in areas of potential 
conflict ... 
 
People have strong personal objections 
on religious, ethical or moral grounds 
to taking part in war, and I am asking 
the House to recognise that similar 
objections are held by people in respect 
of the spending of their taxes on arms. 
One need not be a pacifist to respect 
the sincerity of the beliefs of those who 
are or to acknowledge that people have 
the right to a conscience. I am asking 
the House to allow the means for that 
conscience to be expressed and not 
violated. I ask the House to support my 
Bill.2

 The Bill did not make any further 
progress, though in October 1998 John 
MacDonell introduced a similar Ten 
Minute Bill [which added the following 
to the argument above]:3

Tax revenues would be diverted either 
to the Department for International 
Development, to assist areas of the 
world deemed at risk of conflict, or 
to a non-military security fund. The 
fund, which would be established by 

the Bill, would have three purposes. 
First, it would support research into 
non-military conflict resolution and 
peace building. Secondly, it would 
establish a United Kingdom mediation 
and arbitration service, for use at an 
early stage in areas of potential conflict. 
Thirdly, it would support international 
peace-building organisations, including 
the United Nations. The fund would 
be managed by trustees, appointed 
by the Government, with experience 
of non-military security, who would 
report annually to Parliament on the 
disbursement of the moneys allocated 
to the fund…

The rationale behind the Bill is as 
follows. The right of conscientious 
objection has been acknowledged in 
this country for centuries. In the late 
17th century, the Government sought 
to induce Quakers to engage in military 
activities. They refused, and went to 
prison [en mass]. Subsequently, in the 
Militia Ballot Act, Quakers as a body 
were excluded from military service. 
The general right to refuse on the 
grounds of conscience to participate 
as a combatant in military service 
was included in the Military Service 
(No.2) Act 1916, which introduced 
conscription for the first world war … 
The right to conscientious objection 
has also been recognised in the United 
Nations declaration on human rights 
and the European Union convention on 
human rights. More recently, the legal 
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right to act in accordance with one’s 
conscience has been firmly placed on 
the statue book by the Government 
through the Human Rights Act 1998…

 In March 1999 Mr McDonnell, Mr 
Gerrard and Mr Jeremy Corbyn each 
presented petitions in support of the 
right conscientiously to object to the 
military proportion of taxes.4  Mr 
Corbyn also raised the issue during 
Treasury Questions in June, when the 
then Chief Secretary, Alan Milburn, 
responded by saying, “the Government 
have a duty and obligation to make 
proper provision for our country’s 
defences. That is precisely what we are 
committed to doing. I say in all candour 
that his proposal would undermine 
our ability to do that, and that is why 
the Government will not contemplate 
it.”5 Although Members have raised 
the issue in subsequent EDMs6 and the 
lobby group Conscience has continued 
to lead the campaign for a peace tax,7  
there has been no indication that the 
idea has ever been actively considered 
by the government.
  
References

1. EDM 304 of 1993/94, “Peace tax”, 16 
December 1993.  Similar EDMs were put 
down by John McDonnell in the 1998/99 
session (EDM 115, “Conscientious objection”, 
10 December 1998), and by Harry Cohen 
in the 2000/01 session (EDM 76 of 2000/01, 
“Human Rights Act 1998 and conscientious 
objection”, 11 December 2000), attracting 46 
and 43 signatures respectively. 

2. Conscientious Objection (Public Expenditure) 
Bill [Bill 35 1993/94] (HC Deb 19 January 1994 
cc 893-895). 

3. Military expenditure (Conscientious 
Objection) Bill [Bill 151 1998/99].  Mr 
McDonnell’s Bill did not make any further 
progress. 

4. HC Deb 8 March 1999 cc 144-145 

5. HC Deb 24 June 1999 c 1278 

6. EDM 116 of 2004-05, 23 November 2004 
(31 signatures); EDM 1658 of 2005-06, 15 
February 2006 (24 signatures) 

7. Conscience, 1a Waterlow Road, London 
N19 5NJ www.conscienceonline.org.uk 

7

If you haven’t yet then we urge you 
to please write to your MP about 
conscience, peace tax and non-
military security and please refer 
them to this political briefing. Please 
direct them towards Standard Note 
SN01480, author Anthony Seely in 
order to provide them with more 

information on Peace Tax, but also to 
give them some history about what has 
happened in parliament in relation to 
Peace Tax.
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why I support conscience
views from our membership 

I lived through World War II.  The night Coventry burned I could see the 
orange glow in the sky from my parents’ house in the south-western suburbs of 
Birmingham.  Nearer to home, I saw a poster on the wall of a bombed out private 
house which stated simply that “Wars will cease when men refuse to fight.”  I have 
never forgotten that simple truth.  Around 1980 I attended a talk given by Stanley 
Keeble which convinced me that I should support his project.  I have searched 
back through old bank statements today and find that I have been supporting the 
PTC with a regular standing order since March 1985. - John A. Perry

If I can choose 

ethical banking, why 

can’t I choose ethical 

security?

 - Kay Murphy

Constant vigilance 

is essential to preserve 

these fundamental 

human values.  We 

must not lose them by 

default or lack of effort. 

- Mary Pickles

conscience, and my conscience 

is like Jesus coming to tell me what he 

would do. - Patricia Carter

We support 
conscience because 
no Government 
department should 
make us have blood on 
our hands.  We have 
a duty however, to 
support all departments 
other than the Ministry 
of War, with our taxes. 
- Patricia & Michael 
Robertson-Pirie

If the state punishes individual 
people who kill, why should the state 
itself be allowed to kill on a large scale? 
- Irene Auerbach

I support 
conscience because 
my grandfather refused 
to fight in the 1st World 
War and if he’d been 
caught, he’d have 
been shot, simple 
as!  My father was a 
conscientious objector 
in the 2nd World War, 
when at least there 
was a legal status for 
one’s conscience, and a 
name - “conscientious 
objector”.War, as Oscar 
Wilde said, is vulgar, 
ignorant and sordid.  So 
let’s all grow up and 
learn to negotiate. 
- Helen Clarke
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Roy Prockter Update
The case of Roy Prockter is still in 
the UK courts pending an application 
for review by the European Court of 
Human Rights.  

There was a pre-trial review which 
according to Roy went extremely 
well. He was refused leave to make 
any further appeal under English Law 
and the judgement was stayed for six 
months for him to take it to Strasbourg. 
However, if the case is found admissible 
could be some years wait.

The Peace Tax Seven frustratingly 
met, in the domestic courts, a line 
of apparently consistent Strasbourg 
jurisprudence which blocked the way.  
However, these lines of jurisprudence 
were no more than early 1980s 
European Commission reports – they 
were not even judgments of the 
European Court of Human Rights.  
When the Peace Tax Seven went to 
Strasbourg they were simply met with 
a refusal to accept that the claim was 
admissible with no reasons given. 
 
The terrain has now changed.  On the 
1st December 2009 the effects of the 
signing of the Lisbon Treaty brought into 
domestic effect in the UK the Charter 
of Fundamental Rights of the European 
Union.  This has transformed the 
arguments available to conscientious 

objectors to military taxation. The 
Charter has direct effect.  Insofar as 
UK primary or secondary legislation 
conflicts with the Charter, that legislation 
would have to be disapplied.  Further, 
some of the rights are not to be found 
in the European Convention on Human 
Rights and one of those missing rights is 
very important for Roy’s cause.  Article 
10 of the Charter reads as follows:
 
“Freedom of thought, conscience and 
religion
1. Everyone has the right to freedom 
of thought, conscience and religion.  
This right includes freedom to change 
religion or belief in freedom, either 
alone or in community with others 
and in public or in private, to manifest 
religion or belief, teaching, practice and 
observance.
2. The right to conscientious objection 
is recognised, in accordance with the 
national laws governing the exercise of 
this right.” 
 
Thus, the right to conscientious 
objection is enshrined within the 
Charter.  It has been argued that this 
might well mean that an individual 
eligible for public funding (Legal Aid) 
could now re-litigate the issue that we 
tried to litigate for the Peace Tax 7 with 
much more success. 
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conscience would like to hear from 
anyone who would like to become 
a board member of CPTI. If you or 
someone you know is interested in 
joining the CPTI board please contact 
Gayle Kinkead at  
campaign@conscienceonline.org.uk  
or call 020 3515 9132.

Unfortunately, Robin Brookes resigned 
from the board in late 2010. Also Dirk 
Panhuis is reducing his work for CPTI 
considerably. But most sadly, CPTI’s 
chairperson, Pedro Otaduy, died on 
Sunday, 8 January 2012 – our thoughts 
go out to his friends and family.

The 14th International War Tax Resisters 
& Peace Tax Campaign Conference 
is scheduled to take place in February 
2013, in Bogotá, Colombia. CPTI is 
obligated to hold its biennial General 
Assembly in 2012, and will do so in 
Berlin in March this year.

A third meeting of the Conscience and 
Peace Tax International (CPTI) Legal 
Committee is also to be held in March 
2012. This meeting will focus on the 
current court cases of Roy Procker, 
William Ruhaak, and Jan Hellebaut. It 
is proposed that the primary activity of 
the Legal Committee, going forward, 

will be to assist in the formulation 
and development of cases that serve 
as  vehicles for group ‘confidential 
complaints’ that are submitted to a 
United Nations Human Rights Council 
(UNHRC) review procedure.
  
The case of William Ruhaak is now 
pending before the United States 
Supreme Court.   A writ of certiorari 
petition was submitted to the court 
in early December.  A copy of this 
petition is attached.  Ruhaak seeks a 
court review of the treaty obligations 
of the United States as an International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
signatory and as concerns Article 18 
freedom of conscience protections.  
The Ruhaak case can be used as a 
vehicle for a group submission to the 
UNHRC procedure as a follow-up to 
the group submission that was based on 
the Jenkins case. 
 
The case of Jan Hellebaut is still 
apparently in review at the Belgian 
Court of Cassation.  The Hellebaut 
case could also be used as a vehicle for 
a group ‘confidentail complaint’ to the 
UNHRC  procedure after a ruling is 
issued by the Belgian Court.

Conscience and Peace Tax 
International (CPTI)
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conscience: TAXES FOR PEACE NOT WAR is looking for new members to join its 
Executive Committee (EC), which manages the work of conscience.  

EC membership involves: attending EC meetings to discuss and make decisions 
on matters such as policy, strategy and finance and working with other EC 
members and the staff to agree the framework that guides the activities of staff.

We are looking for someone who is enthusiastic and committed to helping 
conscience achieve its aims of ensuring taxes are used for peace not war; and 
who can bring their skills, experience and new ideas to contribute to the broad 
range of people that make up the EC.

If you think you could contribute to the work of conscience then we would 
love to hear from you. Please contact us at info@conscienceonline.org.uk 
or call 020 3515 9132. 

conscience EC recruitment

Front Cover - The Means Are the Ends - by Ari Moore
Back Cover - Ithaca Sky - by Ari Moore
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